Duty and 1 


2 
| 15 of the 00 y,of Chriſtians, 
Eo 


and their Priviledges b beta rounded- ? 
ps. 1255 | : 


Very uſefull neceſſary and comfortable, eſpe 
cially in E troubleſome times. 


Tuo Mock R T Preacher of the Goſpel at qa. Is 
don in Hærtforaſtire. Be : 

Luke 14.26, 2 7. If any man come to me, and * ue Father 
and mother, and wife, and children, aud brethren, and ſiſters, 
Jeaand his own lift alſo ; he cannot be my diſcaple. 

And Whoſoewrr doth not bear "Rs cro 3 and come after me, Can 

„mot be my diſciple, 

Phil.3.8. Tea denbrleſſe, andi — al things bur los: for the 

2  excellency of the knowledgr of Chriſt peſus my Lord, for wi 
TE [have ſuffered the loſſe of all things," and dos count them but 
E dung, that 1 may Winne Chriſt z and be found in bins, #u0t ban 


ving miu own righteouſne . 25 


— 


— 


Ta &. Kiwf0s, ꝙ 76 d d gebe, —— : 
Omnia bo mundi Chrittus contemplit „ contemnenda e 
& omnia mala ſuſtiouit, quæ ſuſtinenda precepit, ut gec in Allis 1 
| betur fælicitas, nec in hs i e rimeretur, Augoſt: 
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DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, 
Allies and Acquaintance in the 
County of Kent; Alſo in Swerey, Shropſbire, 
'  Stafford(bire, Cheſhire, and Denbighſtire,. 
ESPECIALLY 


To the Inhabitants. of Rigate, 
Newport, and Holt; From whence the hard 
dealing of the Prelates, Prelaticall men & ſuch 
like, forced me to remove, in the years, 1633. 
1639. and 1642. to my great loſſe, and the 
Peoples great grief: T. A. Heartily wiſh- 
eth to liye the life of grace here, and 

the, life of glory hereafter, to the 
honour of God the Father, and 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


—d — — 
* 


. Dearly Beloved Friends, and Allies, : 


ae ibe [azirg of miſe Solomon inſpired by the 
T9 RS Spirit of God, Eccleſ. 12 11, The words of 

the wiſe are as goads,and as nails faſtened by 
7B the maſters of Aſſemblies which are given by 
DF. onc. SHEPHERD, 7s -hath been often in 
SS 2:7 thomghti( ſeeing. I cannot ſpeak auto you all, 


5 0 L N . 
and very pr 


LO 
2 


nobabl ſpall xe ver ſee the facesof moſt of you again, 
and ſceing God hath been pleaſed to mate ms, a poor Weak ſinful 
man, ibe un worthieſi uf e e of an Aſſembly 
in ſraei ). us Write: ſoon Sl FH OD 6£4,46.9.g040 t0 prick. 
ou forward in ibo faitbats duties af Wave andiholine fn and 
nail, e help to keep, you Within an eee a 

poſi ati xing rimes 3 in Which Errors, Hereſas, and b/aſphemvies, 


a 


— 


i r 


bbe pile Dedicatory. | 


gee the Lon on 


Miniſters Te- 
ſtimony to the 
truth, and a- 
gainft errors, 
Cc. Printed 
in Jas 16 47. 


that w 


prophancueſſe, and licentiouſneſſe abound, to the great diſhonoxr 
7775 and our Lord J eſus Chriſt, the prejudice of the truth, 
and undoing of thouſands of Well meaning ſouls, againſs which 
foul Errors, &c. that I may not ſeem to like f them and fa- 
our itim by mj ſilence, and deſert the truth, but way beay 


Witeſſe to the truth, as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath taught 6, 


Joh. i 8.37. I dee here ſolemnly profeſſe with thoſe renouned bre- 
theres (Miniſters if rift: in London) my iathorreney of all 
the falſe waies, Errors, Nereſies, &c. mentioned by them i their 
Teſtimony to the Truth of Jeſus Chriſt; avd my deteſt ation of 
that abominable mungrell toleration,” much pleaded fir and en- 
deavoured by many, as direty contrary te the word of God, our 
unn Oaphand Covenant, the erer and ea pew in 
Raligion,. appaſfte, to the examples of all. reformed Churghes, 
A Ce al Katie! 7 mutuall relation, 7 or- 
der and govern ut, hoh in Church aud Common. wealih, aud 
ſo break down the fence of ' the Vineyard and Garden of Chriſfts 
Church; ſo as wet only to let in the little foxes, but alſo to in- 
dite all wild beaſts, to make their Fits and tent to kennell and 
breed in, will introduce 'a world of bonfuſton, and reduce all 
things ro a miſerable ancermimyi And my defive inſeparably 
tocleave tothe truth (the ſumme mhereof, I lately with much 
comfort and rejoycing read in the Confefſien, or Articles of faith, 
adviſed by the Aſſembly of Divines, and lately publified-) and 
my pur peſe to walk as the truth is in ( Will ap 


| * 


' Ir did not alittle rejoyte my heart, when about « year ſince I 
vi amony ſome of you,” in Cheſhire ad Nenbipitiice'; to ſee 
and finde you gener ally ſo ſeund in the faith, and ſincere in profeſſi- 


on, ſo u#animou and knit together in love, and it will adde to 


eee perſevere and ingrea/e' unt a. he 
tn Deer fende, Elo be peak and be (@ch 2 
 epbras ef rhe bleſſed" Apoſtle, preſſed with many Fgaments, Phil. 


2. 7, 2,3. Tf there be any conſolation in Chrift, IFaoyZomfvrn 
of love, if any feltswſhip of the Spirit, If any bowels and 
mercies, Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be like minded, ir 
deer y münale ti [amd thing; having ehe fame love, being of 
— For h You wwoze and of one minde, 73% 
bord, % if he 'ſhowld fay, "As ever you lack, to rective any 
empor in Chriſt, or 16 reap any benefit by bis love andthe com. 
e\3 yt 'S; 8 - - 2 144 


— 


„ wk 


2 — 5 — N * 3 
% : 99 : 
4 * F - 


PS 


* 


The Bpiflle Dede Mjr 


munion betwern you and the Saints of God, fulfill 3c my joy, iat 
you keep the unity of the ſpirit in the band of peace, Let nothing 
be done through ſtrife or vain glory, but in lowlineſſe of Epb. 4.2, 3. 
j 'minde let each eſtee m other better then themſelves, Look - 
'not every man on his own things, &c. Breibreu, le ware of 
divißons and ſeparation, the root and inlet to many great evils, 
the devils, the leſuites, Papiſts, Prelates, and Malignants laſt, 
moſt_ſabtile and dangerom deſigne to hinder the edification of 
ſouls (as I have often told ſome of you) the refirmation of the 
¶ burch, the ſetting up and flowiſhing of all the Ordinances of 
Gad in his own Way, ſecretly to und rmins and deſtroy the godly 
and well affected part; in the kingdom, and to raiſe themſelves by 
eur ruine. And therefore do not, oh do not that Which ( many little 
think, ſach #4 the ſimplicity of their hearts )* doth further the - 
Wicked deſigne of the common enemies both to ¶ hurch and ſlate. 
Beloved, T7 ry the ſpirits, and new truths and liphts (as they | 
are called) by old Scriptures, Ifa.6.20. 1 Theſ. 4. 1. Beware, 
take heed, leaſt any of you be toſſed to and fro, and carried about 
With every winde of de@rine, by the ſlieght of men, and cun- 
ning craftineſſe whereby-they lye in wait to deceive, Eph. 4. 
14. See 2 Pet. c. 2. Keep in communion With them that are 
fodly aud cri hodox inthe Ordinances of ¶ Klriſt, as fir prophane 
and ſcardaloui perſons, you (living h:lily, and duely prepas 
ring your ſelves far ordinances q dee- nat icommunitate; With _ 
them in their evil, their prophant᷑ ui ſſe and uube lief len hlie | 
te a' grief to any grations heart, to fee Tack there); bus they 0 os 
join With you in that Which is good and holy, in the ordinanc 1 of N 
"God, rhongh not h:lily, It is impoſſible as the caſe ſtaudi with 
u, that any Pould ſeparate from us, but they! muſt renounce 
communion with a godly party, and tie far greater number and 
part of the godly in the kingdom, which # a grievous thing, 
makes mach again ft peace, love and unity, and for the common 
eremie, ſtrengtheneth them, but weakneth the godly, \»Alſo if 
' Chriſtians be ſlieghted and ſet aſide, if weak, they. are diſconten- 
tedand offended, and wos be to them by wem the offence" come 
eth, &c. Matth. 18. Aud if Prong: their fpirits-will: contend 
* brongly and vebtmently, as thiy did, Judges5. Howſoever one 
fide muſs ſa fer, be diſcouraged and grieved, alſi be that flieght- 
eth and departeth from a godly man, doth (6 far ſtiegli and de- 


— — 


The Epiſtſe Dedicatory. 


part from Gods friend aud Chriſt ſervant, and is not this 4 
grievew thing? Beſidet, vin men haue ſaid al they can, for 
that way of Church: gouernmene, which ſome cry up as the only 
government of Chrift, it will Fil be doubtfull and dj 

, 


diſputable, 
and why foonld auy withdraw from communion with 2 godh, 
in the Ordinances of Chrift about doubt full diſputations ? 

See Ia Divi- And give me leave to Ay, what I think Iam well able 2 

zus Regim, prove, and others have ſufficiently proved; That there ars may 


Eccleſs The excellencies in the way of goverumeut adviſed by the A ſſembly of | 


2 _ of Divines, that are not; neither can be in ile other: (c Here # to 
Church Go- cc 6 found moſt ample proviſieu for timely or er againſt confuſis 
vernmente, by — for peace, love and unity of che C burch againſt [chiſme 
the London Mi- e A , . | 
niſters, printed and diviſion ; for truth of faith again#t errors, and hereſies; 
1647. an ex- for piety and unblameable converſation ag ainFt all impicty and 
cellent piece. C ſcaxdalonſneſſe of conver ſation, for equity and right againiI 
0 male-adminiftration in fiugle congregations ; for the ho- 
Cour and purity of all Chrift Ordinances, againit all contempt, 


ct pollution and c ophanation; for comfort, quickning and ENCOH= - 


<< ragement of the Saints in all the waies of Gd. . 
It is well known who ſaid it, aud. what note he id f among 
1, an of rhe diſſenting brethren, bow exceeding fully ke then ſpake 
M. Tobs Good- and rot. I profeſſe ( ſaith le) in the fight of God, and in 
Geodw, Prin- às great ſingleneſſe of heart as ever any man in this world 
ted 1643. ſpake unto you; That Idoe as clearly apprehend error and 
* t qaantumw miſtake throughout the greateſt part of your way, as I doe in 
muta:ur ab iet this concluſion, that twice two makes four *. Again, I am 
as confident as confidence can make me, that, & c. Ag-#7, 
If you have the truth with you in many of your beloved max- 
imes, woe to my wits, reaſon and underſtand ng, never poor 
man was ſo ſtrangely miſ-uſed by ſach friends in this world. 
Vet beloved Brethren, love, imbrace, and uſe all that are vi- 
ſchly godly (thong b they diſſent is ſomethings) as brethren for 
Cbriſt ſake. The fabje & of this ſmall, Treatiſe, two or three 
-Sermons, mhieh I have publiſhed for year (akes, eſpecially (and 
— —— on — as Aa not yet tranſeri- 
bed, aulit mayibe you may. hape ęre it le dong). It is a ſalject 
ugularly wart the handling, ani 1. e 
on, belief and practice. The weakacfſe aud meanneſſe of the work, 
1 am aſſured you 


* SY —_— — ů—ů— —„—-— 
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will paſſe by for the matter, the (abjeft, and ie 
. a ESA ** 7 authors _-. 
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The Epülle Dedicatory. 


anthors ſake; which\ 1 aſſure: you i rich in affection, the 
poor in expreſſion towards yon. ud belvved: Brethren, why- 
' ſhoxld T'not ? mary ofyin are nber anto m in the faith which 7 
am perſwaded is wafained im you, and note fin of you alſointhe'\ 
feſt, and all bave precious ſouli, more worth then all the world 
and may you all ever be precious inthe cyes of God, and may pe- 
ſu Chriſt and his truth bo ever precious in your' eies! Ob wy 
dear friends and acquaintance, that our eyes could le fit of tears 
Jer our fins, and the evils-of the times we live in; and that r See 
hearts were ful of burning affection for the 1rmth, honour * and, — Len Di- 
RES y . | run ' Tec. 
way of our Lord peſus Cbriſ l Beloved; did geſus Chriſ par. 
chaſe the revelatiowof his truth; and ſeal it" with lus bloud 7 th 
Martyrs convey it tows thronghthe flreamss of their lou! a 
ſeallnot we love it? prite it; imbrareit ? cleave*80 in pienud 
and ftand for it even to the death, if the will of the. Lord ſu? 
Hath Jeſus Chriſt given himſelf for us and tous ? and foal 
vot we give our ſelves for bim and to him? toimbrace and pro- 
Ffſe bim ſincerriq and lovs bin dearly?! Ii nor peſus Clrifl the 
treaſure and pearl in the Goſpel,and moſt worthy the having ? yea 
and abſolutely, neceſſary *. i not. the time of thu lifs here ort: 
| the time to come et eruall? heat happineſſe unexpreſſible and 
unconceivable and bells torment intollerable ? and both eter- 
wall ? everlafting ? and wo—_ 22 1 pwn to ps — or 
eſcape; the t hg bitt on! eſus (hriſt ? then ſeek Cbriſi 
— — ! —_ 12 455 him ! live auto him | look on 
all the things of this world 4s wain and empty]! and on feſus 
Chriſt as encly al ſuſficient to all purpoſes | and give up your 
ſelvei, ſouls and bodies, and all you have to be hi, and only by, 2M 
aud at his diſpoſing for ever! This little Treatiſe will 7 bope ö 
farther you in this purchaſe and pur fait, Contro ver ſies, therein, See the clear 
1 wholly wave, and pr. ſſe beleeving in, and living unte peſus Sunrifing of the 


Chriſt. Ob let the poor Indians ſpame and quicken us to value GofFel to the 
hb, bus; '4ians lately 


the Goſpel, prize the Miniflery of the word, not 10 loath, by 

to love pay = ger Her rhe nel Mangail. be.thankfel for 3 
mercies, fruit full under means, ſhake off fluggiſhneſſe and drow. 

fineſſe, redeem the time, improve the ſeaſons of your peace, 45 at 
alt times, ſo efÞecially os the Lords day ; and as you haue aname 

'0 live, ſa labour toexpreſſe the life aud power of godlineſſe, traſt 


'bs Tiord imke away the mean from yon, 
e, Se IRS 


_ —_—_ — 
2 * \ 
. * 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
And to whom ſoever of 2 abe glory of God i dear, and the. 
goodneſſe of God hath touched ys ur hearts, draw forth your love 
to God in fervent an i frequent praiers, and lend your beſt aſi- 
ſtauce every way according to your power aud places, to hinder 
errors, bereſies, and all wngodlineſſe, and to further the work of 
Reformation according te the word of God, that all the Ordinan- 
ces of God may be ſet up in their purity the Gov:r nment of (hriſt | 
received and eftabliſhtd in the hands of chore. officers, that pro- 
phane, ſcandalous and ignorant perſons may be kept off from the 
Lords Table, that Jeſus Chriſt may reign gloriouſly in the bearts . 
aud lives of all his people in bis own way, and in all hu holy ordi- - © 
wances, The bleſſing of God goe along With thi little Treatiſe, 
and be with you, and mak: it effectuall to that end. Accept, 


pray you, of this poor mite, and let bim have your praiers while 
he liveth, Who u, 


” 


<O— 
— — 25 


Gildrfton, 1 17. Lour very Loving Kinſman 
164 


and Friend in the Lord Jeſus, n 


, 


(7 1 Tu. Mock ET. 


| Errata. | 
Page 3. line 18, for fine tare reade tinne tare. p.g.l.30.r. and be bad me, 
P.15.l.17,r, Nhen we bove, &c. 34. r. alſo our wil, | 


Goſpel 


4 Brief Summe of the moſt prineipall things 


contained in this Treatiſe, 


The Doctrine inſiſted on is this, 


TY every Chriitian ſhould, aud the Wiſe Chriſtian Wil 
willingly part with all for Chriſt and Gospel grace. 


x, Scriptures, 


C1, Proyed by ) 2. Examples, 
1. Why all Chriſtians ſhould part with 
3. Reaſons & all tor Chriſt. | 
2. Why the wiſe Chriſtian will do ſo: 
Obj. May not a man have wealth, ho- 
nour,and Chriſt alſo ? An, | i 
F Ci. All his ſins and why. Ob. How can that be? An. 
0 1. Riches, 
2, Honour,preferment,fayour 
1. What 2. Allhisintereſs ] (and eſteem of men.) 
that (all) 1 in the world. 3, Pleaſures & earthly delight 


Grita | en 
5,Life ic ſelf. 
muſt part C Ob. If we muſt part with all theſe things for 
with for 1 Chriſt, then ho can be ſaved ? Anſ- 
| Chriſt, 2 All our naturall endowments, parts, gifts, rea- 
| u: fon; &. Oy 
J 2 Exe | 4. All externall Church- priviledges. 
| plicas 4 a natural. : 
ted by 3. All our own rightcoulgeſs, Scivill. and 
ſhaw: | oF religious, 
Me . All ſelf ends and aim. 
Fi. To ſee and aceount all worldly things, naturall 


; endowments, ec. to be vain and unprofitable, 
| 1 What it | *- To ſet our owa ſpitituall poverty and miſery 
in the abundanceof all outward things without 


4 is to part | 
| | with all 1 Chriſt, Rs N 
f. h iſt. 1. - ncy 
Ty — 3. Alſo to fee the. C2, All ſuffieiency and 
| 3. Neceſſity of Chriſt. 


4. With all to ſee how happy we ſhall be with 
| Chriſt, though we ſhould be deſtitute of all out- 
| WF C ward, worldly good things, Cc. 
3 C x, Uſe by way oi triall. 0 
2. Uſe for reprehenſion of three ſorts. 
1. Such as think they may ſerve God and the world alſo. 
2: Thoſe who when the world ſmileth on them, are 


ffed ups 
| ed 3 Thoſe that eſteem and reſpect rich worldly men, be- 
. Afplie fore poor godly men. 


— 


, 


t. The great folly of many who will part with little or 
nothing for Chriſt and his grace i rather prefer every 


4 thing above him. 
Ob; We forbear our buſineſſe: come to the Church, 


| | hear, pray, read, 8 a ae 
; % Ct In reſped of worldly things 
*. Toredily 5 In reſpect of worldly men that a- 


> Eve iran 


ous judgements, und wi th.them 
. Not to ſet our bands on worldly things, 
4 Uſe for J nor reſt on any thing on this (ide Chriſt, 
Inſtruction ; z. Not to cavy worldly men, becauſe they a- 
; bound in all outward good things, 

5. Uſe for Bxbort, to prize and prefer Chriſt and Goſpel- 


C grace above all other things. | | 
LE 1. Vanity of all other things. 


1:Mption from the & 2. Excellency, ſufficiency, and ne-. 
ceſſity of C br iſt. / 

1. From the vanity ot all other things in three particulars, 

1. They are impotent and cannot help, in ſis refpeas 

1. They cannot faris(y the minde witli the realons 


— es DEG "9 = . 
* — — RI Inn os — — — —— RE _ * K 
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| 
i | 
0 cannot 


[ wm of It, _ 

2. They) 1. help the conſcience in its diſtreſſe, 
| * 3, prevent the troubles of conſcience. 

| 9. They cannot procure the ſalvation of the ſoul, 
1 4. They cannot inrich Faving grace, 


the ſoul or purchaſe any N morall vertues. 
L.. cure preſent diſtempers of the body, nor 

of 5. They cannot C2. prevent future, nor 

+ ez prevent or keep off death, no not a day. 

6: They cannot prevent the wrath to come. 
2. They are very unſtable, mutable, uncertain. 
3. They are falfe and deceitfull, promiſe happineſſe, but 
perform nothing. ' 


8 Farther worldly things & 1 Mmy foul (ins, 
1 often occaſion 3 2, Shame and confuſion, 
1 ob. Worldly things are called ſubfaxce, and 47. 


2. From 1. The excellency and ſufficiency of Chriit, in 
reſpect of his . 
1. P-rſon and naturall properties in punticulars. 
2. Offices in patticulars. 
Benefits in 10. particulars 
4. Anſwering and ſatisfying in all the imperſeQions- 
fote- mentioned in the creatures. 
5. Tbe reality of Chriſt and ſpirituall chings, 
6. The ſtabitity of them, _ 
2. The purity of them, They are pure immizt comfor ts. 
2. The neceſſity of Chriſ and Goſpel grace. 
. Attend on the word as an Ordinance of God. 
2. Dire -) :: Seek Chriſt and beg him of the Father. 
LAions. 73. Labour to ſeek help from God to beleeve in 
| C Jeſus Chriſt and ſo to receia him 


i 
. 
7 
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RIP AT TH EW 13. The Evangeliſt goeth on in de- 
[ JS 3 ſcribing the Propheticalloffice of Chriſt, reciteth 
OBA Vl I ſeven Parables concerning the nature, efficacy, 
Wa) © worth, and excellency of the Goſpel, Chriſt and 
his Chureh. 
The firſt Parable is of the Seed ſemu, ver. 3. expounded ver. i 8. 
which is the Goſpel preached, which doth not thrive in ſome 
hearers ſo well as in others, either becauſe they do not re- 
ceive it, or do not carefully keep and cheriſh it, that it might 
bring forth fruit unto everlaſting life: The ſcope is to eom- 
fort the godly againſt the unprofitableneſſe of ſome hearers, 
and to admoniſh his hearers,and in them all others, (o to hear, 
as to be care full to keep the word, and profit by it. 

The ſecond is the Parable of the Tes, ver. 24. expounded 
ver. 3 7. Tares, an unuſuall and hurtfull weed unknown in our 
parts, much like unto our fine tare, ſignifieth hereticks, ſchiſma- 
ticks, hypocrites, and profane livers, who by the devils wilie 
working, creep into the Church among the wheat or good 
men, to undermine and hurt the Church. The ſcope of this 
(and the ſeventh Parable of the Dran. net caſt into the ſea, 
gathering together both good and bad,ver.47.) is to — 
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that the Church will ever have good and bad men in it, and 
to comfort the godly againſt the ſcandall of peſtilent errours 
and prophane livers in the viſible Church, 
The third is of the mu ardſced, ver.31, And 
 Thefcurthis of the /coven, ver. 33. both ſignifying the 
ſame thing, viz. the Goſpel and work of grace in the ſou], and 
Church ot Chriſt, which grow up from ſmall beginning to a 
great height, beyond expectation. See Ee. 47. I. & 5. and 
Dau. 2. 34, 35. and this to ſet forth his mighty power in his 
Church, word, and Ordinanees. And the ſcope is to comfort 
the godly againſt the offence,that might be taken at the ſmall 
inning of grace in themſel ves or any of che Church, that 
ſometimes in ſome places, is very little low, and contemptible. 
The fifth is of the baden traa ure, ver. 44. And | 
The ſixth is of the Pearlof 4 grea price, ver. 45. 46. both 
ſignifie Chriſt and Goſpe-grace (of more worth then any 
trealare or pearl though never ſo rich and rare) revealed and 
conveyed by the Goſpel, As the ſcope of the four foregoing 
parables is to ſet forth the Goſpel, Chriſt, and bis ſaving graces 
and gifts by their nature, and force, efficacy, ſo here by their 
worth and excellency reſembled to an hidden trralure, ver. 44. 
and to a rich pearl, ve. 45.46. The ſcope of both is to ſet out 
the worth and excellency of the Goſpel, or rather Chriſt and 
his ſaving graces and gifts revealed, ſet forth, and conveyed 
by the Goſpei and how much: therefore Chriſtians ought 
to eſteem Chriſt and the Goſpel for Chriſts lake and grace 
ſake, ſeeing it is the inſtrument and means of the revelation 
and participation of Jeſus Chriſt, and his ſaving graces,and a - 
means toprepare them for eternall life. 
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MATTHEW, 13: 45» 46. 


7 he Kingdome of Heaven i like unto a worchane view ſees 
| king goodly pearl: whowhen he had found one of great 
price, he went and ſold all that he had, aud bought it. 


Heſe words are the ſixth parable,in-which as in all ** 
parables, there is 5 1. K Similitudde. 
2. A Reddition. ; 


1. A Similitude and propoſition holding forth the reſem- 


man ſeeking, Cc. 

2. A Reddition and application in a Metaphoticall or ana- 
logicall ſenſe, . implyed and ſhadowed our in the parable or ſi- 
militude, as, So is the Kingdome of Heaven. ec, 


blance in a literall ſenſe which is plain and eaſy, A Merchant 


T be Kingdome of Heaven, that is, In the Church of God, 


it is as With a Merchant man ſeeking goodly pearls, &c. 
The Merchant man, thatis, The det Chriſtian keking. 
Goodly Pearls, is happineſſe thoughin'a wrong way, till 
God do open his eyes to ſeek it aright, and by the Goſpel ro 


. 
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; of the words, 


diſcover to him Chrift and his faving graces and gifts and ſo 
true happineſſe and life eternall with the. way to obtain it. 


Findes one of great price, i, e. Jeſus Chriſt and ſalvation 
diſcovered in · the Goſpel, by the eſfectuall fllumimation of 
the Sp. eee 

Went and ſold al that he had, urd bought it: i. e. willingly 


parted with all for Chriſt, being thus inlightend by che ſpirit | 


of God, and enabled by his grace. 


So that the meaning is, That Jeſus Chriſt and his ſaviog | 


grace and gifts, are things of incomparable and invaluable 
worth, for which every Chriſtian ſhould, and every wiſe 
Chriſtian doth willingly part wich all. Seen 
T There are many heavenly truths contained in thefe two 
ſhort verles, | e 200) BUR Fs cee! 
As firſt, That Chriſtians ought to ſeekthe beſt thing, from 
the example. here, of the Merchant man'feekiog for goodly 
Pearls. 6 | 


Doctrines,. 


B 3 Secondly, | 


— — _ 
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Froved by 


Scripture pre- 


cept. 


< 5.99 
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Secondly, That Jeſus { brift and his ſeving graces ore 
things of exceeding great worth : A_Pearl of great price, 


One Pearl for the rareneſle, ſingularneſſe, and compleat- 


neſſe of it, as good as all, yea better then all others. 

Thirdly, Thas Chrift is a Pearl of greater worth, then 
all other things in the world. 

Fourthly, That but a few finde ¶ Vriſt as ſavingly mate par- 
takers of him, Pearls are not common, every one hath them 
not, eſpecially the great and rich Jewels. 

5. Fifthly, That Chriſt is to be found of all that ſeek, bim 


aright, Seeking goodly Peaxls, and found one, c. Mat. 7.7. 


They that ſeek, finde. | 
Sixthly, That every Chriſtian Should, and the wiſe Chri- 
ſtia will willingly part with all for Chrift, ver. 46. who 
when he had found one of, &c, | 

This is the point I intend to inſiſt on, being the main thing 
in the text, the other will all be brought into this, in ſome 
convenient place or other, in the handling of it, though more, 
briefly then otherwiſe I would do. | 

That every one ſhould willingly part with all for Chriſt, is 
evident by Scripture-precept,example, and reaſon, 
1. The ſacred Scripture ( whieh is the rule of faith and o- 
bedience ) ſaith expreſlly Mat. 16. 24. & Mar. 8 34. If any 
will come after me ( they are Chriſts own words) let bins 


deny himſelf and take up his croſſe and follow me. If any man 


will come after me, that is, follow me, be my diſciple, and 
have any part in my allſufficient ſaving merit and mercy, let 
him (it is imparative and not a bare permiſſion) let bim 
deny himſelf, i. e. be willing to pare with all, and ſuffer any 
thing for my ſake, fo that whoſoever would be made ſavingly 
partaker of Chriſt and bis benefits, mult prize and prefer Chriſt 
ove all things, and be willing to part with all for his 
Ake. 

Lal, 14.26. Our Saviour goes higher in his expreſſions. 
ſaying, I any man come to me, and hate not lis father and 
mother, and wi ſt and children, and brethren and ſifters, yes 
and bis own life alſs, he cannot be my diſciple, And whoſe- 
ever doth not bear his croſſe, and come after me, he cannot be 


my 


** a 
a. 


e 
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my diſciple, If any man hate not his father, & e. that is flieght, 


and neglect, and renounce, yea alſo hate father and mother in 


compariſon of Chriſt; and when, and ſo far as. they ſtand in 
oppoſition to Chriſt, And ver.33. whoſoever he be of you, 
that for ſaketh not all that he bath, he cannot be my diſ- 
ciple. 

of thy ceuntry, and from thy kindred, and from thy fathers 
bouſe, & c. So he commandeth in the perlon of Pharoabs 


daughter, a type of the Gentile Church, P/a. 45. 10. Haren 
daughter and conſider, incline thine ear, forget alſo thine 


own people and thy fat bers bouſe. 

2, E — proving it to be a duty we have recorded and 
commended in the word of God, Abrahaw Gen. 12.2. of 
whom the Holy Ghoſt witneſſech, Heb. 11.8 By Faith A- 
brabam when he was called to ge ont into 4 plate which he 


ſhould afterward receive for an inberitance, he obeyed, a 


went out, not knowing whither he went. 

Here we ſee Abraham willingly, at Gods call, parted 
with his own native country,4cquaintance, friends, and kins- 
folk, houfes and lands and ſuch like, and followed Gods di: 
rection whitherſoever he would lead him, he was well con- 
tented to do any thing, and be any where, Where God would 
have him be. | FEY | 

And ſo did thoſe worthies of the Old Teſtament, Heb. 11. 


35+ &e. they did williogly part with their riches, honouts, 


pleaſures, caſe, liberty and lis alſo, many of them: They 
Wandred about in freep-shins and goat-skins, in deſerts, and 
in monntnins, and is dens and ca ves of the earth, being d-ſti> 
tutez aſſlicted and tormented, ſome were tortured not accepting 
of deliverance, that they might ebmin à better reſurrection, 
And others had trials of cruel mocking and ſcourging, yea 
moreover of bonds and impriſonment, They were ſtoned, re! 
Were ſawn aſunder, were temated, were flain With the ſword. 


So God commanded Abraham, Ger.12.1; Get thee out 


By examples. 


IF ( as the Apoſtle ſaith Heb. 11 1 57516.) they had been mind- 


fall of their country, the meaning is, that if they had deſired 
to return again to Caidea from whence their forefather A. 
braham came, they had - opportunity quickly and eaſily to 


have 


Act. 5•41. 
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have done it, or if tkey deſired to enjoy their lands, eſtates». 
liberty, places, and offices of eſteem in the world, with 
their lives, they might eaſily have done it, it had been but a 
word ipcaking, the denying the true God, or the truth of 
God, and complying with Idolaters and ungodly men, in 
their waies and worſhip, hut they deſired a better country, that 
is an heavenly, ſayes. the Apoſtle ver. 16. that is, they expected 
ergzexttTalvation by Jeſus Chriſt in heaven, and therefore ra- 


ther then they would enjoy their per ce, eſtates and lives onſuch 


terms, that is, rather then they would deny Curiſt( for they be- 
leeved in Jeſus Chriſt the Meſſiah to come, as we belceve now 
in Chriſt already come ) and the truth, they reſolved to pare 
with all, and ſuffer the luſſe of all, even of life it ſelf, for his 


ſake in whom they beleeved, and whoſe favour they preferred 


above all things, yea above lite it ſelf; And when deliverance 
and life was afferded 7 they would not accept of it on 
ſuch terms, as allo did ſome of the Martyrs ſince in word 
_— othersin their deeds,cry, Nane but Chrift, None 
but C ft, . „tl 1 | 

So Moſes, Heb. 1 f. 24.25, 26, 27. When le was come to 
years, reſuſed to be called tbe ſon of Pharoabs. daughter, 
chooſing rather to ſuffer affii tions With the people of God, then 
to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin that laſt but for a ſeaſon : eſtes- 
ming the reproach of Chriſt greater riches then the treaſures. 
of Egypt :. And ver:27; B faith Mofes forſooł Egypt, not 
fearing the wrach of the King. | be. 

Sodid the worthies the primitive Chriſtians, Heb.10.34. 

They took the . of cher goods ( not only patiently but) 
joyfullꝝ, knowing in themſelves that they had in Heaven 4 bet- 
ter and more enduring ſubſtance. Cached WET nr 

So did the Apoſtles, Mat.19. 27. Behold we have forſaken 
all aud followed thee, to hom our Saviour anſwers, Verily 
I ſay unto you, Every one that hath forſaken houſes, or bre= 
thren, KC. for my ſake, Hall receive a hundred fuld, and ſpall 
inherit everlafling liſt. And Paul Phil. 3.7,8 .. Fhat things 
Were gain to me, theſe I counted loſſe for Chriſt, yea. doubt» 
lefſe and I count all things but loſſe, for the excellency of the 


knowledge of ( briſt peſiu my Lord, for whom I have A 
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the be lofſ of all rhizgs, and do count them but dung Yhat I ma 
win Chrift, and be found in: him, not heaping mine mn rig 
teouſueſſe, which i of the Law, but that which. i chroogh 
the faith of Cbriſt, en God by fail. 

| The Realons why: Chriſtians ought williogly £9.part: wit 
all for Chriſt, are chiefly theſe 

1. Becauſe we are ſolemniy engaged by our, baptilme to 
renounce the world, the fleſh ch, and the Devil, and to beleeve 
in Jeſus Chrilt, and faichfolly ſerve himaaceording.to bis ward; 
And though the baptized -Iofagt-eanpor then Hal nichae 
doth know what is done, yet the very act & of, Baptilme is a 
giving of it up, dedicating it to the Lord. Beptiſme is a ſeal 


of che covenant of grace, as circumcifion Was, NS. 41 1. 


and the covenant bindes us re pe Lords,: to gg 
or ſuffer anything which the! Ler commands, Divine, da 


commonly call baptiſme a vow, and vos ought te be care- 


fully kept, Numb. 30. . even thoſe vaws, Which. are of yo- 
luntary things, which befere the vow, made, Were in — 
tree choice, to vo or not e 20G. e.chole 
which were made of :doipg thing (cles. wary 
and commanded, ſucb —— ip pac wichall tor c 
when they ſtand in oppoſi tion te welk be. de, * a 


obedience to him. 


. Becauſe the vl andthe hinge of it a 4 61 ont 72 

1 Chriſt, andi che ſincere and e 

the true Cbriſtian ——.— 51% 07 0 f 55 
The deſireand hope of. riches; plea ferment, and 

favour of men hath hindered many thou Is rom 

and profeſſing Chriſt, zun, baxe len: * 

many. tharprofefled Chris and, « ple ge no; 

Yea mang:Miniſters asm. presehers ot png; 1 

and worldly wile men, have Þy che! ; of, wor 

preferment, favour, hope of enjoying theu eſtaces $0 4 be: 

hoods, beg. drawn, . toabjpre; agg..renowice, Chriſt oor K 

to their conſcience, hetakep 9 


trutb, which they formerly p 495.6 2 5 
fals, to maintain his blaſphemous dectrine, idolatry and ſa. 


ee 3 And many of the S have fallen off from 


profeſſing 


— 
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ptoſeſſing Chriſt and true telig on for fear ot ſuffering in their 
eſtates or otherwiſe, as wofull experience made manifeſt in 
n Alaries dates und other times of perſecution, 

In a word, what is it that makes people generally to change 
religion with the times, as to be Proteſtants in King EA r. 
daics, Papiſts again in Queen Mariet daics, and again to be 
Proteſtatis in Queen Bliaabeths daies, and foto ſiy, and do, 
and bold opinions as the times go ? but becauſe they would 
ſtill enjoy theit worldly eſtates, liberty, favour of men, or the 
* like worldly velpects and endz, which othetwile they hazard 

at leaſt: An abereßre it is that commonly the more men 

have in the world, the leſſe nest and courage they have for 

God, and the truth, und the more feartull and fa int · hearted 

they are to proftſſe Cbriſt and to expreſſe the power of Chri- 

ſtianity, for fear of being/queſtioned; and ſuffering in their 
eſtares, liberty, tepute in the world, or lome ſuch like. way, 

And on thi other fide gene rally, the leſle men have, and the 

meaner perſons they are, the more bold and couragious they 

are,. Mimi ah were omen and people to profefle him, 
aach are mort zealous to ſtu ot Chriſt,- or ſuſfer in defence 
of his honour, name, truth wied; and of tis members. There 

# a fable of the Sun and the Winde contending, who ſhould 

= the travellers coat, and ſtop his Joarcey firſt. The 

inde blew very coldard hard, and the more it ble _ 

Mm, (che faſter e git en Bis coat, and the more Rifly 

he ſer himſelf to go forward and · keep! bitnſelf warme and 

when the winde by firs furious blaſts could pred ui nothing; 

88 pare; and ſhined very hot and glori- 
ir ＋ tetn while the traveller began to unbutton his 
ola erwird to put it ound in che end to fir fill,” The: 

torall is chis, Adverfity ,xspoverty,affiitiong, croubles, per- 
fecntions, and the Hike; de all they can, cannot make the true 
Obciſtian jes ve his profeBlion, caſt off religion, dery Chriſt, 
or the truxh, but facher tnaee him the mere to duckle about 
Aim his Chriſtiun Hr, dad more refolutely let bimſcif to 
1 on in his moſt hoh pfofeffion 1 Bur profperity, when the 
wor A favours men, mad heaps on them riches and prefer- 
ments, and favour of men, wad! hents them wich. u. . 
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of (ome excellency in themſelves, becauſe of them, then they 

begin to grow lazy, cold in Religion, and ta caſt off their 

former zeal, and heat in profeſſing Chriſt, and begin to grow 

cold in Religion, as they grew hot in che world. me way 

ſee this by often experience in the world, 28 for inſtances 

Many of — and —— — — they 

were private Miniſters and had only competent livings,they 

wer: diane in preaching, found and zealons and in good 

eſteem :but after the world ſmiled on them, and the great anes 

caſt a beam of faveur on them, and preferred them ta great li- 

vings, places and offices, then they began to decline in their 

goodneſſe, to preach leſſe and leſle proſitably, and caldly, and 

— er they roſe, and the more they had in the world of 

wealth, — — 1 — : — —— _ 

grew, and the more proud, irreligious and pr aud Mes 
Gn br eee cad etal ey eden et 

y in 1 ; | ing -- men 

godly courſes, as — ſome eden ad, they Gould 
loole the favour of che great ones, and it maybe ſuffer ju their 
eftates, loſſe of their offices, or at leaſt not ſo. riſe in the 
world, as otherwiſe they ſhould, and ſhould be branded wick: 
puritaniime and preeiſeneſſe. I laue divers times heard the 
Biſhop of Coventry and Lickfield, Dt wright (being con- 
vented before him) in the preſence of mine aud other mens 
accuſers, bluſter out very furiouſly, againſt conſcientious, 
godly preachers and profeſſours, that could nat conforme to 
his cue, and yet in private after they were gone, to my lf and 
othersprofeſs Alſo another great Prelate yet alive ſhewed me 
the Kings and Archb. letters, he could do no otherwile, che 
Arch · biſhops eye was upon him, and he hath bidden me go 
on, and ſhake off the very duſt from my feet againſt ſuch tel- 
lows as complained againſt me. i have often thought of this 
rich poor Bilhop, with whom the fear of men prevailed more 
then the fear of God, and the checks of his ow conſcience. 

And ſoit is often with the people, the fear of ſuffering in 

their name, eſteem, eſtates, and the like 3 hath and doch male 

men afraid to appear zealous for Chrift, his truth and people, 
ſomething many will do, chat my may not be 2 
„ 2 | igious 
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ligious and prophane, but baye the good word of good: men, 


and yet but little for fear of ſufferingi yea the fear of ſuffering 


in cheir names and eſtates, and the like, hath made many 
turn profeſſedly prophane, and enemies to God and goed 
men, and all gedly wies. By hich it appears that the worid 
is a great enemy. to true Religion, andthe power of godlineis, 
and this is a ſecund reaſon why we ſhould be willing to pare 
with all for Chriſt. + 2575 2 
3. Becauſe the world und Chriſt caunot both land together, 
A man cannot ſerve rwo Maſtern ut once, ꝙod and Aam mon. 
Mat. 6. 24, that is, God and the world, they are contrary one 
to another: God re quires the ſervice of our whole man, ſoul 
and body, and ſo to ſerve him with all our heart, with all our 


ſoul, wich all our minde, and with all our ſtrength, Lal. 10. 


27. We ure bound, aud there is great reaſon why we ſhould 
ſerve him abiolutely and ſimply for himielf, and others in him 
and for hini, but fin and Satan, neuer, no not in the leaſt kinde 
or degree; and on the contrary, the world ſteals away our 


aſfections, and would have parr, yea all our love, he pe, joy, 


fear, and confidence; to whom we owe no ſervice, therefore: 
thole being contraty, no man can ſerve both, they cannot 
ſtand together, ſo that wholoever ſeti his heart upon the world, - 
or any worldly thing, cannot truly ſerve Chrift, therefore id 
is ſaid, - Love vet the world, nor the things that are in the 
world,” If any man love the world, the love of the Fathey 1s- 
nat in lim. 1 Joh. 2.15. for thefriendſbip of the. worlds en- 
mity with Ged. Jam. 4.4. Theſe are the rea ſons why every: 
one ſhculd be willing to part with all they have for Chriſt. 

Now, N . 

4. The wiſe Chriftian doth willingly. part with. al. for 
Shri. C395? | 


. Becauſe God bath commanded it which is a ſtrong me 


tive to a godly man. 


2. Becauſe he ſeeth the vanity of the world and all worldly | 


things,and the excelleney andneceflity of Chriſt and heavenly: 


ching. No man is ſo unwiſe as to change that · which he know 
is fax better, for that which he knows to be worſe, but every 


wiſe man will change for the better, a better houſe, better 


43 


lands... 
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land; 4 better hotie, better cattle, and the like,' a ſmall or 
mean jewell for a rich and great one, the wiſe Merchant here 


- When he had found a pearl of great price, he went and ſold all. 


that he had, and bought it, he knew: he ſhould be no looſer but 
a great gainer by this exchange, and therefore willingly and 
ſpeedily went and ſold all and bought it. Can we think that 
Maſes being a wiſe man would have parted with the treaſures 
of Egypt and with all his honours, pleaſures and future hopes. 
there, being ſo gracious in the Kings Court, and fo favoured 
of the King, the adopted ſon to Pharoabs daughter, and ſo- 
granchilde to the King, to ſuffer affütion with the people of 
God, that is to enjoy Chrut-among the people of God, though 
with many ſufferings alſo, it he had not ſeen how empty 
the world and all the things thereof were, and what a fulln-1s 
he ſhould: fiade in Chriſt even in the-greateſt outward afflicti- 
on and ſufferings, which-he knew: he was likely enough to 
meet with, if he voluntarily forſook Pbaraab, the Court and all 
his Officers and honours there, to be with the afflicted Iſtrae- 
les? he knew well enough Phareah would fay; If he like not 


the royall favours and honours in the Court of Egypt, but choſe 


rather to ſuffer with the Iſraelites, let him go, he. ſhall have 
enough of it. Lilewiſe can we think that the Apoſtles would 


ever have forſaken all and followed Chriſt, alto the Martyrs - 


-and worthies of the-world in the primitive times, would have 
ſuffered the ſpoiling af rheir goods with joy, and-others not 
accept of deliverance from moſt greivious ſufferings, it they 
had dot well ſeen the unprofitableneſſe of all worldly things, 


in point of tru? comfort, peace and happineſſe, and the. cx. 
cellency and neceſſity of Chriſt and his ſaving gifts and graces 


ſo that they ſhould be for ever miſerable Without him, and 


moſt.happy with him though they part with all they have for 


Q. But may not a man. have. wealth, honoar and prefer- 
ments. in the uj or ld, and have Chrift alſo, and be a true and 
fatthfull profeſſour and follower of bim ß | 

A. Yea, No doubt but a man may, and many a man is, but 
no man can ſet his heart upon, and cruſt in the world, or any 
worldly thing, and ſerve S =_ 

& 3 7 
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be Chriſts, and ſerve him ſincerely, he muſt have bis heart di- 
vorced and taken off from the world and all the things there- 
of, and ſet upon Chriſt alone, ſo as rather then he will part 
wich Chriſt, or deny Chriſt or his truth, though it be 
but 2 part, he will actually part with all other things for 
Chri t 42! | 
| That I may further clear this point unto you, it will be ne- 
| | et ſſary toſhew you two things. | 
| 1. What is that (A) a Chriſtian muſt part with for 
| Chriſt. | 
2. Whatitis to part with that 2d for him. | 
1. We muſt Firſt, What a Cariſtian muſt part with for Chriſt, and 
part wich all that is, 
our ſins. 1. All his fins, For fitſt, to this end Chriſt hath choſen us, 
Epbh. 1. 4. T bat we ſbould be holy, and commands us, to be 
holy in all manner of conver ſation, as he Which bath called us 
4 holy, 1 Pet, 1.15. 2. For this end Chrift came into the World, 
that he might deftroy fin in u, Which is the Devils work, 
1 Joh.3,8, 3. For chis end be ſaffered and died, that be might 
. purchaſe to himſelf a peculiar people ⁊calou of good works. 
Tit. 2.14.4. 4. For this end the Goſpel is preached, to teach 
us te deny rngodlines and Wordly lufts(i,c all ungodlineſſe and 
worldly luſts, for tis a rule in Divinity that /»definita prope- 
ſitio in materia uece ſſaria equipollet univerſali, an indefinite 
. is æquivalent to a univerſall ) aud ſbould live ſo- 
erly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent world. In a word, 
all chart Chriſt did, ana all chat he ſuffered was to this end, that 
he might ſanctify and cleanſe us from all fin, and fo preſent 
us to God the father, a glorious Church, not having ſpot or 
wrinkle or any ſuch thing, but chat it ſhould be holy and with; 
out blemiſh, Eh. 5. 25. 26, 27. For without holineſſe no 
man ſhall ſee, and ſo enjoy God in heaven. Heb. 1 2.14. No 
unclean thing ſhall enter in there. Rev. 21.27, and therefore 
as be is holy ſo ought We tobe holy, endeawour to leave all fon, 
and be holy, in all manner of converſation, as be which hath 
callad an id holy:for whas communion hath light with darkye: ? 
and what concord hath Chrift withBelial ? the holy God with 
an anholy people? 2 Cox, 6. 14. 15. 3 
Ob, No 
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0+. No mortall man can leave all his fins, it is impoſlible 
to live without fin while we ire in this world, | 
HA. It is molt true, who can ſay I am cle? There is not 4 
juſt man (upon earth) that doth good and ſinneth not, 
Eccl. 7. 20. There is a body of ſin we alwaies carry about us. 
Rom. 7. Let à childe of God may leave all fin in a threefold 
reſpect. 1. In his affection and defire, ſo as not to approve 


of, love or like any fin ſo far as he is regenerate, Rom 7. 24. 


2. In his purpoſe and reſolution not to ſin againſt God, P/as 
17.3. I am purpoſed that my mouth ſhall no: offend. So Pſa. 
119. 106. 3. In reſpect of fincere endeavour. 'P/a.119.106. 


I have ſworn and Iwill perform it, ive. timely endeavour to 


| keep thy righteous judgements, i.e. Commandements, ſta- 


tures, laws and Ordinances, but actually to live ſo as not to 


ſin, is impoſſible for any meer mortall man, in which reſpect 


it is ſaid, 1 Fob.3.9, He that is born of God doth not commit 
fin, thac e with love and delight, much leſſe 
= in ſin, it is againſt his promiſe, deſire, purpoſe and en- 
_ 
- Secondly, A Chriſtian muſt forſake all his intereſt in the 


world, ind all worldly bleſſings and comforts, as riches, ho- 


nours pleaſures, friends, and life ic ſelf for Chriſt, 
Riches, worldly profits and adyantages, As ſoon as Ma- 


thew was called he for Chriſts lake left the receic of cuſtome, 
- an Office that yeelded him mach ſweet gain and-comings io, 
a 


Mat. 9 9. Simon and Andrew and the other Apoliles left 


and followed Chriſt, Aat. 19. 27. Zachews voluntarily gave 


half his goods to the poor, offered to reſtore four-fold to any 


from whom he had unjuſtiy taken any thing, it anyſuch would 


or could come in. Lak 19.8. 


' Honours, wordly advance ment, preferment, favour of men 


and repute among men, as Moſes did, who cHeemed the re- 
proach of Chriſt, or for Chriſt, that is Chriſt wich reproaches 
and ſufferings ) greater riches ( and-honons allo ) then. che 
treaſurer ef Epype ) Heb. 11.26, 


Pleaſarer, all earthly erna, boddy delights, as lawfull 


recreations, ſports, and pleaſures, cafe, cc. we ſhould and 


the wiſe Chriſtian will conient do none, but leaves all ſo far 
q | bo ons 4% 
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as they are baits to ſin, and uſethithem with weaned affeQion. 

as the Apoltle requireth, 1 Cor. 7.30. weep.a« though he wept 

not, andrejoice aubough be rejoiced not, ſo rejoice in world iy 

delights as not much taken with them, and ſo weep. for the 

loſſe of worldly things, as not much moved and troubled at it, 

— he hath better things to delight, rejoice and take plea- 
ure in. 3 08. 91) 

Friends, as Parents, husband, wife, children, kindred, ſer- 
Vants, all muſt be parted with. for Chriſts fake; and in his 
càuſe, and even hatedxhat is, ſlieghted and neglected in com- 
Pariſon of Chriſt, y ea and actually hated when and ſo far as 
they ſtand in oppoſition to Chriſt, and hinder us in our obedi- 
ence to Chriſt, Luk 14.26. f any man come to me, and bate 

not his father and mother. and wife, and children, and bre- 
thren and ſiſters, yea aud lus ownlife for my. ſake, he cannot be 
my diſciple, It is obſerveable, that When Fohhn and ame. 
were called by Chriſt to follow him, and to take up a new 
profeſſion, I hey left ay cogent Zebedee in the ſbip with the 
hired ſervants, Mar. 1. 20. Famous is the tory of the renowned 
Harqueſſe of France, Galrarem Caractielus who for Chriſt 
and the Goſpels ſake left his eſtate, honour, wife, ehildren, 
friends and all, So did the Martyrs, Apoſtles, and thouſands 
more. It was Chriſtian ſaying of M. Rogers recorded by 
M. Fax, that he cbuld for Chriſts ſake paſſe by his wife and 
an eleven children, and be as unmoveable as the ſtake he was 
tied to. * . . of 
Li; it ſilfalſo ſhould be parted with for Chriſt, when ke 
calleth, Fam ready not only to be bound ( ſaith Paul AQ.21. . 
13.) bat alſo to die at Jeruſalem for the name of the Lord 
eſus.1t was the common voice of the Martyrs when offered 
lite it they would recant, to anſwer at leaſt in practice, 
See Hab. 11,33. None but Cbriſt. They counted not their 
lives dear for his ſake, but willingly laid them down,and chat 
not a few, but thoutands, I think I may ſay millions, not 
poor men that had little to looſe; but ſome of them great 
men, honourable perlons, of great eſtates, and not ſimple, 
ignorant perſons, but knowing Chriſtians and wiſe men, and 
that not raſhly and inconſiderately, in #n heat of holy. =al, 
| ur 
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but adviſediy, deliberately, and in cold blood 38:4 way ley; 
many thouſands together divers times in the Heathen Euipe - 
rours time, many even thirſting after martyrdome for Chriſt 
and the Goſpels {ake. Thus we ovght: 10 part with all our 
intereſt in the world, all outwurd bleſſings and comforta 
2 2 28 riches, honours, pleaſures, deareſt friends, and 

ife it eff, | 2 6 5244.7 3188359 ei i nud 

Ob. But if we muſt part with all theſe things for Chriſt, 

then who ſh all be faved ? ſurely very ſe w, eſpecially in time 
of peace, and liberty to profeſle Chriſt. and the truth 2... : .... 
AA. ln ſuch times it is not required that therg be an acuell 
parting with all for Chriſt, but in affection only, much leſſe 
is it required, that all that finde Chriſt ſhould preſently fore 
ſake their particular callings, goods, c. tor Chriſt, and 
voluntarily caſt away all, as the Popiſh mendicant Friers do 
but in affection only, ſo as not to love but neglect all in com - 
pariſon of Chriſt, we have ſuch a diſpoſition and readineſſe ot 

minde, and reſolution of heart, actually to part with all for 

Chriſt, when becalleth us ſo to do, to have ſuch an affection 

cowards all outward things, that we can ſay with David, 

Pia. 73. 25. hom have I in Heaven b these; and; there. 

none upon earth, that I deſre beſide thee. qd; I have n kings 
dome, riches, honours, houles, lands, wives, childr engfricnds, 

ſervants, and what not? but all theſe I count, as nothiog in 
compariſon of thee,and with Paw Phil. 3.8. J count all things 
bur loſſe for the excell»ncy of thiknowledge of Chri# Jaſui, nud 
de count them but dung tbat I may wia briſt, allo. that we do 
actually part with all when Chriſt calleth ſo to do h his pro- 
videnee, when Chriftand theſethings ſand: in competition and 
oppoſition one to another, ſo that we cane ba ufer 


-- 


bake all muſt be actually parted with rather then Chr 

Thirdly, We ſhould part with all our naturall endowments z. With all our 
parts and gifts, knowledge, underſtanding in naturall, civill, nacurall en- 
and humane affairs, alſe bis will and affections, all muſt, b 2 
denied for Chriſt, and ſubmitted to his underſtanding, resſon, ät 


and will reyealed in his word : Paul was great ſcholla 
when he was 2 Phariſee, but when he came to know Chriſt, 


be ſlieghted all cher learning me 
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Now we malt know that learning is a great help to religion, 
2 Pot. 3. 16. ſpeatiogof Pauls Epitiles divine Scripture: he 


faith, In which are ſome things hard to be underſtood, which 


they that are unlearned wreſt, mark this the rather becanſe 
there be many in theſe daies chat ety down learning and all 
humane literature, becauſe os baveno learning themlelves, 
nor know not the worth and ule of it, as the Fox that had his 
tail cut off, would periwado all che other Foxes to cut off theirs 
alſo 3 but tbough it be an excellent thing, a great to un- 
derſtand the Scriptures, . yet in compmifon_ ot the excellent 
knowledge of Jetus Chriſt, it is to be ſlieghted, and counted 


2s nothing, if a man had the tongue of men and Angels, and 


abounded in the knowledge of all humane learning, arts and 
ſeiences, yet if he know not Chriſt he is miſerable, and i& be 
know Chriſt ſpiritually and ſavingly he is happy, though be 
know nothing elſe but Jeſus —— to the old verſes 
Si Chriſtam neſem, nihil eft ſi cætera neſcis. 
Si Chriflum neſcu, ſar oft ſi catena nofcis. 

We part with all humane learning for Chritt when we va - 
dere 1 rv — And — to —— 
ourknowledge; underſtanding, will, c, to the word an 
Tes aii all divine linowledge of God as a creators. of his 
ne pawer, geodneſſe, and all excellent per- 
. ———— 

ges of worldly thi en ot the molt excellent, deep, 
and profound marters, yet it comes fhort of the knowledge 
of Jeſus Chrilt, and Goſpel truths, Vea, and all knowledge ol 
Jcins Shift, as a Saviour, King, Prieſt, Prophet, and of bis 
actions and ſufferings, is even nothing in compariſon of ipi- 


ritual applicacory experimental knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 


twany in particular, in a laving way, alas! what will it pro- 
fir vs; toknowencetding much of God and Jrius Chrith if 
dye do not know him to de our God-in:Chriſt, and. Jeius Chriſt 
to be our Jeſus, Lord and Sa viour ? This lmowledge of Chiriſt 
dorh as excelithe other, asrhe light of the Sun, doth _ 
cxered thatof a ſtar qr candle, Seo 2 Pen. 10, when chebun 
wy 0 appears 


i 
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appears a man throws away his candle, he hath a better and 
moreexcellentlighe, ſo we ſhould little account ef all other, 
not only humane, but divine — compariſon of this 
gift, this gift of ſaving experimcarali knowledge, of God in 
Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. i6. We bence forth know wv m #fter 
tbe fleſh, yea though we have known (rift after the fleſs, yet 
now henceforth hnow we him no more, | 

Foutthly, We ſhould be willing to part with all externall 
Chureb. priviladges, of which the Jews had many, Pow! was 
Leere An Hebrew of the Hebrew, Foun the Law 
Benjamin. An | WS, 5. Couchiog the Law 
2 Phariſee,s.e. one of the moſt ſtricke ſort of religi 
6. Very zealous for the Law. 7. Of a blameleſſe Mie, Pb. 3. 3 6, 
So we have now the favour to be baptized, tobe members of 
the viſible Church of Chriſt, enjoy the Ordinances of God, 
the means of ſal vation, deſcend (ſome of us) from religious 
parents, c. yet thoſe Church; priviledges, which ſeemed 
great gain ( that is very advantagious'to him in point of 
jaſtificacien and ſalvation) he counted loſſe, that is of no va- 
lue or uſe in compariſon of the righteouſaeſſe of Chriſt, v, y. 
and ſo muſt we count Baptiſme, and all other Chu rivi 
ledges ot no worth, and as loſſe for, and in compariſon of 
Chriſt. All will advantage us nothing without Chriſt, All 
confidence in theſe we muſt renounce. thouſands enjoyed theſe 
priviledges, and yet are now in hell, betauſe without Chriſt, 
Mat. 7. 21, 32, 23. 1 Cor. 10.1, 2,3%. | 5 

Ordinances and ſuck like ptiviledges are but che ſhip, Chriſt 
is the rich treaſure, Ordinances are but the box Chriſt is the 
Jewel, and therefore ſo mueh more excellent a the treaſure 
or Jewell is better then the box, Ordinanees are but the cha» 
riot to bring to Chriſt, ehe ſtar, the hand to point to Chriſt, 


therefore we may not reſt in theſe, or be contented with theſe. 


alone. Z. Ten 05 207 1 80 
,  Fikchly,, We.muſt part witk all our; own righreouſnefſe, 
natur all, civill and religions, All our unblameabie walking, 
jud· dealing, though never ſo exact, all legal righteeuſneſſe, 
ol the firſt and fecond table, tor and in compariſon of Chriſts 
righteeuſneiſe, as a man W "Inns great ES 
3 eaves 


4. Wich all our 
Church-privi- 
ledges. 


3. With our 
own righte- 
oulneſſe. | 
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leaves his ordinary —— Bartimeus left his guide, when 
he had found Chriſt and wus cured by him, and che womin 
her water pott at VID C071 
Allo all intærent tighteouineſſe after converſion, alf righ- 
teoulneſſe of ſanctification, all holy frames of beirt by int 
hærent qualification : All theſe we, muſt part withall for and 
in compariſon of Chriſts righteouſneſſe, and every one, when 
God difcovers to him che inſufficiency of all his own righte- 


* 


dulneſſe, and the ecellene and neceffity ot Chriſts righteeuſ- 


6. All ſelf. ends 
and aims. 


nes, and enableth hid to beleeve in Chriſt, the only cru trea- 
ture and rich jewell, be willinigly renounceth ard difchimerh 
his own righreouineſſe, and relieth only on the righteouſneſſe 
of Chriſt tor Juſtification He doth not, neither ought: we to 
caſt off all our own righteouſnefle, and holy walking, God 
forbid 1 but all confidence in it, all relyance on it, or opinion 
of it in the point of Juſtification, as Paul who both before 


converfion while he Was s Jew, did walk moft unblameably 


before men, and did nothing againſt the light of conſcience, 
and after he was a ehtiſtian he walked melt uprightly, labcu- 
ring to keep a godd conſciemce al waies and in all things both 
towards God and towards men, yet he renounced both his 
Phariſaicall, chriſt ian, and ſanctiſied converſation, innocent 
conſcienee and gracieus frame of heatt in point of Juſtifica- 
riots. ' 7 know nothing bymy ſelf, yet am I vot hereby juſtified, 
ſuid Paul ot himlelt, 1 Cor. 4. 4. Again, Philc3.8 9. L have 
fa ffered the loſſe of al tbiage, and do count rhem but dung 
that I may win Chriff, and be found in him, not having mine 
own righteonſueſſe, Whith 2 of the Law, but that which i 
through rhefaitbof:Chr:ft;the righteonſnefſe which in of G 
by faith becauſe ont ER and Chrifts cannot ſtand 
together, in the point of juſtification: we cannot be juſtified 
by our own righteouſneſſe, it is ſo exceeding impertect, nor by 
both together. Rom. 1 1.6. | 90308 

"-Sixthly, We mult part with all our'ſelfends\and iimsꝭ in 
our profeſſion of Chriſt;/ and in all our duties, religious: ſer- 
vices and undertakings,” and in all ſeek Chriſt and the glory 
of God, above all things, we may not ſeck our ſelves ny fur- 
ther, nor in any other way in any duty, then Chriſt allo werb. 


oy and 


. 


——_ * — 


* Alſo Goſpel duty and dignity, | 


19 


aud that is ſubordimately and invelacionto his glory, All our 
ends ſnouldſpe, That we may be to the praiſe : of the glory of 
his tree grace, SE As Paul and other Apoſtles and be- 
letvers did, 1 Theſ,2.4,5.6, hr. fprak net as pleafing- men, 
but God which xryeth aur hearts. Nov of men ſungbt We glo- 
ry, &c, And Tim. who only ſought thꝭ things Which are of 
Jdus Chrilt, Phil. 2. 21. ptefetring Gods glory, and the 
Tburches good above his own - private advantages and 
r 
Thus we fee the firſt chingwhat we are to part with Chriſt, 
all our fins, intereſt in the world, bleſſiogs and comforts 
of this world, our naturall endowments, externall Charch- 


priviledges, all our own righeeouſneſſe, and all fel · ends and 


aims. 
Seeondly, We come now to enquire; What it 1s to part 
With all theſe for ¶ briſt, how and in what ſenſe, it implieth 
four things, . 33 EEE TRE: 
1- Jo ſee and account all worldly things vain, not only 
fin to be unprofitable, -yexdangerousſodangeransthatd/Race 
of ſin, a loving and liking ot ſin, cannot ſtand with-a.ſtare of 
grace, but alſo that other things are vain, To have a true view 
and eſtimation of the world and all things in it, according as 
they are in relation to us, in the matter of true Happineſſe: 


In this teſpect Solomon faith, cel. 1.2. They are-all>vanity; 


Vanitie ot vanities, Vanit cf Vanities; Vanity tat is more 
then vain, extream vain, Vanity it {elf in the abſtract, Sl. 
was a great and mighty King, abounding very much, abave 
all that ever were before him in riches, and honour, and ples- 
ſurts of all ſorts, For as a King could and did command! the 
uſe of chem in a greater number and meaiure then any other 


man could dn, and being wiſer then any other meer mati in 


the world, ſince the fall, did better and more fully! fee into 
the creatures, and diicern the good and excellency that was 


in them : und when he had given, hiielf ro; know all ris s, 


and had ſpent yents in the ftudy; ſearch, and ule of the t- 


tures, the tiches, honours, and pleaſures of the world, add 
jo kad made a full ri of tha he-in the end concluded 
ce D 3 upon 
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upon molt ſerious deliberation and conſultation. That all is 
vain, yea Vanity, yet more, vanities of vanities, that is, alto- 
gether uaproſitable, or that which will canduce nothing at all 
to ttue happineſſe and comfort, That all worldly things are 
ſo hall be fully proved in the following diſcourle in the mo- 
tives to the Vie of Exhort. 2 

Now that which here a Chriſtian ſhould do is, to labour 
to ſee, and clearly apprehend the vanity and emptineſſe of all 
earthly things, and to beleexe this as a molt ſure and certain 
ct engages inety the wiſeſt man that ever was 

the fall, and is approved by the holy, as a moſt certain 

doctrine. 5 

Alſo that all naturall parts, gifts, abilities, Churcb- pri- 
viledges, avail nothing in the point of true happineſſe, jue 
ſtification or peace of conſcience, ſeeing the worſt ot men do 
many times enjoy theſe ourward things, naturall endow- 
ments and Chureh- priviledges, as to be baptized members of 
2 viſible Church, and receive the Sacrament alſo, as well as 


others. 
— holy vnlking upright . 
n, h : .frames 

heart, cannot juſtify as before God, avail nothing in che 
point of juſtification before God, and in that reſpect, can 
afford no true comfort or peace of conſcience, becaule they 
arc exceeding imperfeR,and do all come hort of what is re. 
quired as the Prophet ſaith, 7/4,64,6. We al are as an uncie as 
thing, aud all our righteanſnefſes are as filaby rags. And the 
Apalle, 1 Cor. 4 4. 1 know nothing by myſelf, yet am I not 
bereby juſtified. This is the firſt thi . to part withall. 
To have a true view / and eſtimate of all theſe things as they 
are in the point of juſtificationor true happineſſe. 

It is without all queſtion ( that I may not be miſtaken 1 
add this) that worldly things are uſefull in their kinde 


-- 
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good, pleafing and acceptable unto God:; And that the more 
holy works ; the more glory, 2 Cor. 5. 10. And that ſanctifi- 
cation, and good works are as neceffary to ſalvation as juſti- 
fication, in their kinde and way, - Heb.1 2, 14. viz. as fruits 
of our faith and evidences of our jaſtificition, and of glorifi- 
cation; for there can be no juſtification without faith, and 
that is no ſaying faith, which is not operative, that doth not 
pnritie the heart and bring forth good works, fruits of righite- 
oulgeſſe and holinefle, 24. 2. 17. He. Let even theſe in ro- 
ſpe of the imperfection of them, and the ſinfulneſſè that 
_ eleaverh to them, coming from us, as ſome ill taſt will cleave 

to pure wine that runs oa veſſel, lo fome 
mixture of unbelieſ, want of love, holy zeal, &. cleaves 
to our beſt ſervices and moſt holy duties, cherefore in the 
point of jaſtification{ to which is required a moſt exact com- 


pleat and perfect righteonineffe) theſe” are of no-uſe at all, 
but the alone perfect righteonſnefle of Chriſt, ſo that to put 


theſe (though other wiſe very y good and neecffary) in the place 


of Chriſt and his righte ouſneſſe, to juſtify us, work our peace, . 


or make us happy, is as Auguſtine faith, aa if a man put 
dang ('which in the field or garden is very good and uſefull) 
into the chamber or eheſt, is ſofar from profiting, that it de- 
fileth and matreth all it roncherh, Even io do our goed works 


ol ſanctiſcation, when put in the room and place of Chriſt, 


or his rigkteoineffe, lo that we mult renoubce all our: own. 
righteduſneſſe and holinefſs, Qnoadopinionem meri n; in reſpeR.. 


any opinion of merit or any confidence in it, and flee unto 


and rely only upon the righteonſnefle and merit of Jeius 


Chriſt, And as it is neceflary to part wick all for Chritt, to 


have a right knowledge of all theſe things what they: are 


—_— point of merit, juſtification, and true bappinell? ; 
2. Allo to lee our own fpiriraall poverty, and miſerable 


condition, if wehavenothing elle, tough = have all other 


things i the world, riches, hononrs, plenſores, natural en- 


dowments, arcbaptized, G. for if io be aft thiogs be vain 
— refit nothimg i the point of juſlifieation, and trac. 


haphinetſc, then if we abound theſe things, yea in d. 
3880. weſle, 


r 


—_ ne. es. oe 8 
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2. The neceſſi- 
ty of Chriſt; 


lineſſe alſo. and good: works (if it were poſſible without 
Chriſt ( we ſhould þe poor, naked, and miſerable, and be- 
cauſe we ſhould want that Jewell, that treaſure which only 
can make us truly happy. by redeeming us from our fin and 
miſery, juſtifying A procure our peace, and fave 
our ſouls, To ſee and beleeve this, is a ſecond ſtep to this duty 
and thing required, to part with all for Chriſt. | | 

3. On the other ſide to ſee alſo, and to have a true eſtimate 
of the excellency and peceſſity of Chriſt, f 
1. Of the excelleney of Chriſt, and of his tighteouſneſſe. 
He is a pearl indeed, and that of great price, better then all 
the treaſures in the world, one Peari to ſhew the ſurpaſſing 
excellency and compleatneſſe of it, for it is the worth of 
fomethingabove another that moves a man to ſet a high price 
on it, and to deſite and prefer it above that which he hath, 
_ willing to pace with what he hath for it, Men uſe to pre- 

er and deſire things that are better and not worſe, to change 
for the better, not to part with what they have in hand, but 
only for that which is better, and then to neglect and ſlieght 
that which they ha ve, in compariſon of the other which ap- 
peats to them to be far better. So here when a man looks 
upon the world, and all the good things in it, riches, honours, 
pleaſures, &c. and upon Ghriſt allo, with a judicious ard 
unparciall eye, and ſees that the world, and all worldly things 
are but rubbiſh,drofſe and dung in compariten of Chriſt, then 
and not till then, will he preter and deſire Chriſt above all 
worldly things, and is willing to part wich all for him, The 
like we muſt ſay of his ſaving and ſanctifying graces. 

2. The neceſſity of having Chriſt, and his ſanRifying gra. 
ces, for though a thing be ever ſo rich and excellent in ie 
ſelf, and ot neyer fo great worth, yet we do not deſire and 
prefer it, but ſlieght and neglect it in compariſon of another 
thing, we muſt have and cannot be without, As Phiſick is a 

jall thing under God to remove diſtempers and cure de- 
ſeales, and ſome plaiſters and balſomes are excellent to heal 
dangerous and fo preſerve life, but to a man that is 
ſound and in good health, and is thirſty or hungry in great 
want of food, 4 little beer or food, is mach more welcome, 
| 5 more 
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more deſired and fought after, he will willingly part with a 
moſt excellent phyſick, a precious balſome, or rare ſalve in 
ſuch a caſe for neceſſary ſuſtenance, though im it ſelf it be of 
far leſſe worth. Gold is a rare and pretious mettle, Pearls 
and jewels areof great value, one of them may be worth ma- 
ny ſtalled oxen, yet in caſe of great want of food to ſuſtain 
nature and preſerve life, a man will part with his ſilver, geld, 
jewels, any thing for bread, for ſaies he, this I muſt have, or 
'I periſh with hunger, ſilver and gold cannot preſerve my life, 
and ſatisfy nature without bread, and ſuch like nouriſhments, 
as Rachel ſaid, Give me children or elſe I die, ſo faith he, give 
me bread, ec. So here when a man comes clearly to lee the 
vanity of all worldly things to juſtify, ſanctify, and ſave the 
ſoul, and the excellency and neceſſity of Jeſus Chriſt, and of 
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his righteouineſſe, and ſaving graces, that he mult periſh, is 


ucterly undone for ever, if he have not Chriſt, then he begins 
to prize, prefer, or deſire Chriſt above all worldly things, and 
is contented to part with all for him. i 

4. And herexpon to ſee how happy he (hall be having Chriſt 
and his righteonſnefſe, though he have nothing elſe, yea though 
he ſuffer the loſſe of all fer him, and ſuffer much with him, 
That having Chriſt, he hath all good things in Chriſt with 
bim, Chriſt being his, all the things of Chriſt, his righteouſ- 
neſſe, merits, dignities, and all outward good things, ſo far 
as they are needfull and good for him here, as his allo, as 
whatſoever wealth, greatneſſe and dignity, the husband hath, 
is with himſelt made oves to the wife, for her neceſſary uſe, 
honour and comfort. So having Chriſt,bis fins are pardoned, 
ſo that they ſhall never riſe up to confound, nor condemn 
him, his perſon is juſtified, his nature ſanRified, God recon- 
ciled to be a loving father, and his conſcience pacified, and 
foul ſaved, he is freed from the guilt, dominion of fin, the 
curſe of the Law, bell and damnation, and ſhall in due time 
inherit heaven, and eternall life, Rom. 3. 1. and all things 
here, even croſſes, loſſes, troubles, &c. work together for 
his ſpirituall and eternall good, Rom. 8. 28. he is bleſſed in 
in every eſtate, his poverty, hunger, ſorrow, contempt, 8 

are 


the world, afflictions, reproach rſecutions, &c. 
mw” * bleflcd 


. 


4. To ſee his 
happineſſe 
with Chrift, 
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Po part with 
all, for Chriſt, 
what? 


Uſe 1. For tri. 
all. 


bleſſed unto him, his worſt eſtate is a bleſſed eſtate, And that 
on the contrary without Chriſt, all his riches, honours, plea- 
ſures, and all outward comforts, are curſed to him, baits 
and ſnares to draw into fin, through the corruption of the 
heart, and the perſwaſions of Satan, Mal. 2. a2. whereby it 
comes to paſſe, that choſe things which in themſelves are 
good things, outward bleſſings become occaſions of greater 
fin and wrath, a curſe, without Chriſt no pardon of ſia, no 
juſtification, no true peace of conſcience, no reconciliation . 
with God, nor of freedome from hell ner the hope of 
Heaven. x 

So that to part with all for Chriſt, is to ſee aud have arizht 
jndgement of all things, and to account all Worldly things to 
be as they are, no waies comparable to Chriſt, yea, and that 
all naturall endowments, Church-priviledges, our own du- 
ties and righteouſneſſe are vain, and altogether unprofitable in 
the point of juſtification, reconciliation, and true happineſſe, 
to ſee the excellency and neceſſity of Chriſt and his righteoul- . 
neſſe, and that though a man ſhould abound in all theſe things, 
he were miſerable without Chriſt, but ſhould be moſt happy 
and forever bleſſed with him, though he ſhould part with all 
for him, and fuffer never ſo much here for his ſake; And 
thereupon to prize, prefer, and defire Chriſt above all other 
things, to count all but as dung in compariſon of him, and be 
willing alſo actually co part with all for his ſake, Whenſoever 
he (hall call us to it by his providence, and to renounce all opi- 
nion of merit, and all confidence in our duties, holineſſes and 
performances, and reſt on Chriſt alone, This it is to part with 
all for Chriſt, o ſell all a man hath to purchaſe this pearl of 
great price. oe 


This point is profitable for triall;reprehenſion, information, 

inſtruction, exhortation and conſolation. | 
Firſt, By what bath been ſaid we may ſee and try our ſelves, 
whether we be the Worlds or Chrifts, love the world or Chriſt 
moit, Doſt thou ſee and beleeve aſſuredly that all wordly 
things are vanity, altogether vain utterly unable ro make a 
man happy, or afford any true and ſolid peace, joy and comfort 
+ or 


— 
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content to the ſoul of man? or conduce any thing at all to 
true happineſſe, the procuring of Gods favour, pardon ol 
ſing juſtification, picifying ofa conſcience troubled with fin, 
or lite eternal ? alſo the emptineſſe and inſufficiency of thine: 


own righteouſnefle, performances, Church-priviledges, and 


all other things in this reſpe& ? and of the excellency, neeei- 
fity, and alſufficiency of Chriſts merit, and mediation to re- 
deem the ſoul, juſtify the perſon, ſanctify the nature, and pro- 
cure eternall peace, comfort and happineſſe? Doſt thou ſee 
that thou ſhouldeſt be miſerable, though thou ſhouldeft a- 
bound with worldly wealth, honour, pleaſares, and all ſuck 
things without Chriſt, and ſhoudſt be moſt happy with Chriſt, 


though thou part with all for him, and ſuffer never ſo much 


for bis ſake? and therefore doſt prize, prefer, and deſire Chriſt 
above all things in the world, and his fanRifying graces ? 
doſt thou in thy heart count all but loſſe and dung for him, 
and art willing rather then deny, looſe, or not have Chriſt, 
actually to part with all, even lite it ſelf, and welcome Chriſt, 
though it be with fire and fagot ? then ſurely theu art Chriſts, 
and Chriſt is thi ne, and with Mary thou haſt choſen the bet- 
ter part which ſhall never be taken from thee, therfore do 
_ go on and enjoy it, and then much good may it do 
thee. | 
But if on the contrary thou art a ſervant of fin, a ſubje& to 
thy luſts, doſt more willingly do- chat which thy luſts move 
thee unto, then what God requires of thee in his word; If 
thou love any worldly thing more then Jeſus Chriſt, feareſt 
the wrath or diſpleaſure of man more tben God, feareſt mens 
frownsor worldly lofles, or ſuffering more then to fin, if thou 
truſt in any worldly things and means more then in God, or 
delighteſt in them more then in ſpirituall; It thou be more 
carefull for the things of the world then for grace and holines, 
to pleaſe men then to pleaſe Ged, If thou finde more con- 
tentment in orchards, gardens, buildings, fields of corn, &-c. 
or in dicing, carding, gaming, good fellowſhip, company 
keeping, merry ſongs, muſick, playes, new faſhions, brave 
apparrel, dainty fare, great attendance, honourable reſpects; 
iports, and delights, cs, then in 1 of piety, and holineſſe, 
2 


praying 


—— 
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pray ing, reading, hearing, medication, holy conference e; lt 
worldly ſports and delights be pleatant unto thee, and holy 
exerciſes tedious and weariſome; If thou long that publike 
duties were ended, that you may be at liberty, or that the 
Sabbath were ended, that thou mighteſt freely be buſy abour 
matters of worldly profits or pleaſure, then be ſure thou baſt 
a worldly heart, art a lover of the world more then Chriſts, 
and art the worlds, but none of Chriſts. | 
Again, If thou be willing to be at expences at the Ale- 
houſe, in gaming or in fine apparel, dainty fare, “c. and yet 
art unwilling to give for the maintenance of Gods worſhip, 
and word, the means of converſion and falvation, er to re- 
lieve the poor members of Chriſt, feed the hungry, cloath the 
naked; If thou grieve more for the lofle of worldly commo- 
dities, charges, burdens, troubles, then for thy fins, thy un- 
kinde dealings with Jeſus Chriſt, the diſhaneur of God, affli- 
ction of the godly, miſeties of the Church, contempt and neg- 
le& of Gods Ordinances ; If thy words and thoughts be con- 
tinually taken up about thy worldly commodities, pleaſures, 
comforts of the world, and canſt finde no time, or but ſel- 
dome for religious duties in private, If thou canſt finde time 
tor worldly buſineſſe, walk; talk, viſit friends, recreation, 6c. 
and yet canſt finde no time or very little to read the holy deri- 
ptures, and godly treatiſes of holy men, pray, meditate and 
exerciſe thy ſelf unto godlineſſe, to pray conſtantly in thy fa- 
mily ( if thou have any) It thou think it a brave thing to have 
wealth, riches, honours, pleaſures, & c. and ſeeſt no ſuch emp- 
tineſſe and vanity in worldly things, inſufficiency in thy du - 
ties and performances, nor ſuch excellencies, neceſſity and 
alſufficiency in Chriſt, ſo as to prize and deſire Chriſt above 
all chings, yea with the loſſe of all things, then be ſure thou art 
a worldling, no true Chriftian, the worlds, not Chriſts, a 
lover of the world more then of Jeſus Chriſt, far from parting 
withall for Chriſt, and therefore Chriſt is none of thine, thou 
haſt no part in this rich pearl, which is more worth then all. 
the world. P * 
And though thou be ne ver ſo rick in worldly things, yet 
thou art milerably poor, blind, and —— 
r 


eee 


Lord open thine eyes to fee thy fpirituall condition, and give 


thee a beart to labour above all things to get out of it, and to 
be partaker of Jeſus Chriſt, to purchafe this Pearl, whatſo- 
ever it coſt thee, | | 

But Secondly, come we to another uſe, It may ſerve 
for Reprehen ſion of three or four ſorts of men. 

Firlt, Such as think they way ſerve God aud the world, ſeek 
both, love both, ſer their hearts on both, that both may well 
ſtand together, and yet here you ſee a Chriſtian muſt part wich 
all for Chriſt, and our Saviour himſelf ſaith elſewhere expreſly, 
whoſoever he be of you that for ſake th not all that he hath, cau- 
not be my diſciple, Luk. 14.33, and Whoſoever Will be my 
diſciple, let him deny bimſelf, and take up his croſſe, aud fol- 
low me. Mat. 16. 24. And no man can ſerve two Matters, 
God and Mammon. Mat. 5. 24. And the Apoſtle, Love not 
the world, mor the things that are iu tbe world, If any man 
love the world, the love of the father is not in him. 1 Joh. 2. 15. 


Thus we ſee a man cannot love Ged and the world, (et his 
heart upon and delight in the things of the world, hunt after 


the profits, pleaſures, and preferments of the world, and 
Chriſt roo, wherefore then, ſay they, did God make and ap- 
point all the things of the world, but for man? 4. Indeed 
by the Lords allowance all may deſire have and enjoy the out- 
ward good things of this life for our better, and more comfor- 
table ſupport and cheerfull encouragement in the fervice of 
the Lord Chriſt, as helps to godlineſſe, but when they binder 
us in our obedience and cleaving unto the Lord Jeſus, when 
they ſteal away our affections, the love, joy, del ght, confi- 
dence and comfort we ſhould ha ve in him, eat up our time, 
hinder us in our duty to him, then and ſo far they mult be par- 


ted with, and we mult elegve unto Chriſt alone and his truth, 


though it be with the leſſe of all for him. 
2. Such are here reproveable who when the World ſmileth 


Uſe 2 For re. 
prekenſion in 
4. particulars, 


on them, andheaps riches owprefermontt upon them, are puffed * 


up, Think themſelves no {mall ones, better then others, bu» 
cauſe richer are more eſtecmed and teſpected in the world 
then others, more in Gods fayour becauſe he proſpererh them 

in all cheir undertakings,above others, ſurely God loves me 


E 3, (faith. 
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(faith the thriving worldling ) or elſe God would not ſo 
bleſle and proſper me and anſwer my deſires as he doth, when 
alas | poor men, wealth, honour, eſteem of men, though it 
make them great in the account of the world, and their own 
eſteem, yet it makes them not ſo in the ſight and account of 
God, Riches make men great but not good, lovely, amiable 
in the eyes of God, never the nearer heaven, nor farther from 
hell. 
He regardeth not the rich more then the poor, Job.34.19, 
E ſau, Pharoab, Nebuchaduexxar, Belſhazzar, Hamon, the 
rich man in the Goſpel ,had wealth and honour, and all che 
good things of this world, in very great abundance, yet were 
hated of God, and now ſuffer in hell, and poor ulcerous Laxa- 
rus was loved and is now honoured and happy in heaven, 
yea the more any man hathof the good things of this life, the 
more he moſt account for toGod, whoſe ſteward he is, and 
the greater will be his condemnation, —— the wiſdome 
and grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to imploy them according 
to the Lords minde. | | | 

3. Such alſs are reproveable wbo eſteem more of rich world- 
lings, then of the mo holy of Gods ſervants, honour the 
rich, covetous, more theff the poor godly man, Such the 
Apoſtle Zames reproveth, am. 2. 2. if ( faith he) there 
come into your eAſſembly a man With a gold ring, in goodly 
apparel, and there come in alſo a. poor man in vile raiment : 
And yee have reſpect to him that Weareth the gay cloathing, 
and ſay unto him, Sit thow here, in a good place; Aud ſay 
to the poor, Stand thou there, or fit thou here, under my foot- 


tool. Hearken my brethren, bath not God choſen the poor of 


this world, richin faith, and heirs of the Kingdome, which 
he hath promiſed to them that love him? But yee have defi» 
ſedthe poor. 

Do not rich men oppreſſe you? &c. Yet many do more 
reſpect, love, henour, and delight in them that are rich, in 
great place, and brave apparel, though alſo vile, baſe, ungod- 
ly, haters of holineſſe, ſwearers, drunkards, fornicators, or the 
like ; yea almoſt any pot- companion, more then the poor 
man, chat is in vile raiment, or mean habit, yea the world 
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is come to that paſſe, that none are more reſpected, loved, 
applauded, and their — deſired, then the boon- com- 
panions or good fellows of. the world, though never ſo baſc 
and vitious in their lives, if rich, affable, witty, and free- 
hearted, and. none leſſe regarded, yea more deſpiſed then 
ſuch as ars the moſt holy, faithful, zealous diſciples of Chriſt. 


What do theſe men but hereby plainly. declare to all men 


themſel ves to be of this world, and not of Chriſts ? For the 
word loveth, reſpe&eth, and honoureth it's own, Simile gau · 
det ſimili, like will to like, and delighteth in iis ike : Birds 
of a feather will flock together, every thing loveth them of 
its own kinde ; It they were of Chrift, they would love, re- 
ſpect, honour, and delight in the company of them that are 
Chriſts, though poor and contemptible in the world, If they 
did ſee the emptineſſe of the world, and vanity of all worldly 


things,and the worthand excellency and ſufficiency of Chriſt; - 


and had in their hearts parted with all for bis ſake, they would 
lightly account of worldly wicked men, though never ſo rich 
and great, as God doth, ſleightly as men of no true worth, 
and of thoſe that fear the Lord, who have Chriſt as the only 
pearl of worth in the world, rich, henourable, to be eſteemed, 
loved, deſired, delighted in above all others, as the only ex- 
cellent of the earth, the only wiſe men indeed, wiſe unto 
ſalvation, and the beſt companions in the world, P/a 16. 3. 
Pro. 12.26. And where wealth, wit, honour, authority, and 
grace and holineſſe meet in one, as the moſt excellent men 
in the world, to be loved, honoured and delighted in a- 
bove all others: Gratior eſt è pulchro venient de corpore 
virtus. . | 
Thirdly, for our Information, if Chriſtians muſt part with 
all for Chriſt,. then, . 


Firſt, This ſhews the great folly of many men who will part 


with nothing for Chriſt, but rather greedily hunt after the 
world, chooſe rather to part with Chriſt, and the truth, then 


wich the world, ſerve it rather then Chriſt, deſire, imbrace, 


and delight in its pleaſing vanities, pleaſures, profits, & c. then 
in Chriſt and his glorious Golpel, As the Gaderenes preferred 
their ſwine before Chriſt, lo the proud perſon in effect, pre- 


fers. 


Gad connſell in evill times, 


fers his gay cloaths, and the adotning of his body before the 
beautifying of his ſoul, with the ſanRtifying graces of Gods 
ſpirit, The covetons worlaling prefers his wealth before 
Chriſt, The Drunkard prefers his cups before Chriſt, 7he 
ambitious perſos preters the favour and honour of men be- 
fore Chriſt, The Voluptuons Han prefers his pleaſures be- 
fore Chriſt, and all theſe prefer their own will before Chriſts 
will, The Ruff an prefers his long beaſt- like hair before 
Chriſt, Many do prefer the hawks, hounds, dice, cards, yea 
their harlots before Chriſt, for they defire theſe, love them, 
delight in them more then in Chriſt, and will be at more coſt 
With them then for Chriſt, 

Too many Miniſters love the preferment and the favonr 
of men, or their profit more then Chriſt, the fleece then the 

d of the flock,” heir own outward good then the ſalvation 
of ſouls, which Chriſt hath purchaſed with his blood, 

Some Lawyers are more ready to receive a bribe and per- 
vert juſtice, then deſirous to promote the truth, right che 
wronged, and punifh the wrong doer, Some Phyſicians are 
more ready to ſqueexe their Patient then to cure his body, and 
protratt cures of purpoſe to benefit themſelves. 

Many ſet their hearts and wits on the tenter- hoolt, 
and ſtretch them this way and that way to invent and widen 
their conſciences, to uſe means to make themſelves rich, 
great, pleaſe men in ſinfull waies to benefit themſelves, to 
prevent or free themſelves out of trouble, and others to ſa- 
risfy their luſts and inordinate deſires, even on that day God 
hath ſet apart for his own worſhip, Many have their hearts 
{6 glewedto the world, that they are as unwilling to part with 
their wealth. ar vain delights,as Lots wife was to leave Sodom, 
or 4s aman would be to part with bis right hand or right eye. 
Many are as greedy after riches, preferment, favour, and 
eſteem of great men, and others after ſinfull pleaſures and 
carnall delights, as an hungry man is after meat, or a Hy- 
dropick perſon is after drink. They are alwaies thirſty, 
like the Serpent Dip/as,which as fome ſay will not be ſatis- 
fied till it burſt, 

Indeed the world is like unto Solomons harlot that layech 


en 
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open her breſts and uſeth many fair ſpeeches to · entice fimple 
ones (for ſe he moſt fitly calleth them) to follow her, 
whoſe two breſts are profit and pleaſure, with profit ſhe 
deals with worldlings as Hypomenes With Atalaum, w 
being to runarace for a kingdome, caſt ha on this fades 
then on that ſide a golden Ball, which A alarm congting 9 
get, loſt the race, and even ſo many ſtepping aſide to profit 
or pleaſure, preſuming there will be time engugh to get grace 
and heaven, . looſe bath: With pleaſure tha: world; allures 
young perſons eſpecialiy, as the Syrens-go, ynskilfull paſlen- 
ers, Who (a8 tis ſaid ) wich their pleaſing melodious ſongs 
bp bewitch the paſſengers,that they forgetting or notminding 
their buſineſſe, nor themſelves, ſuffer her to draw geat unto 
them, till they be within ber reach, and then he leapeth an 
chem, and devoureth them. ; Sg here: the pleafuycy;- delights, 
and wealch of the. world, do ſo Eee that .. they 
wholly neglect @hriſt and the ſalvation of their ſouls (the 
buſineſſe for which they came into the world) and ſa are 
hee eg wh hell in the e 1 log of uy us oft vum ad 
Naw what a peęce of folly oꝝ maqnsſſe is this in: men, to 
prefer any vain tranſitory . ee ſinſull haſts, 
before Chriſt, and his graces and truth, as all worldly men 
really do, that men ſhould: beat their brains, weary them» 
ſclves and ſpend precious time, this man to get a little wealth, 
that man to riſe in the wofli, another to have the favour and 
Ae de men, another td enjey his pleaſures and: worldly 
delights, ind ye 8255 all is done, and they haye all they can 
get and ſuppoſe all that is to be gotten in the world, yet they 
are poor, naked and miſeratl:zbecauſe without the true xiches, 
Jefys Chriſt, and his fanctifying graces; the anly rruę traaſure; 
dhe one Pes Ge t yalue which gniy can makeus rich: and 
b fer Which the wiſe Merchant here went and (old all 
chat he had ene en it. would not he be accounted a fool 
who lęeing a veſlel float on the top of the water, ſuppoſing 
there is ſome rich commodity in it, ſhould trip.higalelf.of 
all, leap 121 the Sea, and venture his life, and when all came 
to all, ade nothing but an empty veſſelz mumte nomine, do 
but change the name, and we (hall inde this isthe wording 


* 
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5 and ey oerevatl mans caſe, he ventures his ſafety abc ever 


laſting ſalvarion for the things of this wotld, which he moſt 
affeReth and deſireth, and when ill is done, befindes nothing 
9 work empty veflel, vanity, meer vanity, a meer ſhadow, 
1 Se meer nothing, in the point of falyzrivq or true 
bappineſſe. *Pro:23;5; who but a fool wilflabout, and pup 
greedily' coclaſpthe winde in his arms or hands, I/. 8. 7, & 
12. 1. All worldly things are ſo, but as the eaſt winde that 
ma fill bur une ſatisfie. Herz.. E brains feedeth o 
the wiade, and ewe after the Ee winde. ha pr r. 
ſulth Sylemeu, Eecli 1. 3. bath « mar of 4 bis | labour which 
he mketh wnder the Sun ? which moved our blefied Saviour 
to give us this good advice, Fob 6.27. Labour not for the. 
meat which periſperh,but for that which endareth wito evere 
lofting lis. Who bits fool will labour for chat which perifti-. 
eth, and neglect chat which is both-neceſlary and laſting ? 
None but children regard toyes and bables: No wiſe man 
will make it his buſineſſe to fill bis coſfers with pibbles, when . 
he may have pearls, gold or filver; and yet fuck is the folly. 
of maln ment they. neglect Chriſt and faving.grace, to get 
prefer nt, Ne phefantiy fire well : moſt men dote 
upon 80 things of this world; 555 purfue after them, and 
yet they are but᷑ toyes, trilles, of no value in compariſon of 
Chriſt, grace, and heaven, and Which bring many troubles 
is che body,cares and di the to the minde,ate (through . 
eur berruptien ) incitem te our felves ard orhers, 
ſeeds of envy to out neighbour; the baits oftio, and {nates to 
the foul; and neglect theſe things that uy ofabloluceneceſli- 
ty to ſalvation and true happincile, elus e Chriſt, and kisrigh- 
n Which EF thouls times beter, then Fa 
the: rickes; pleaſures; delights; N "498 hoods of of £ 
world, Ci the 153/th it fe being judge, Mat. 1014. 
What is a min profited if he fall gain the 2 5 world and 
looſe his own ue 'Or( poingfoſt ) what ſhall. 4 man. give 
i exchange for bis ni? lf 
See then and take notiee kyee men of the world) that 
love, prize, defiregandlech after riches, honour, pleaſure, or 
any an bat negle& 1 his Goſpel w_ 5 
At. 
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what a match yee make l you part with or neglect all for the 
World, yea for the leaſt part of it, a little pleaſüre, eiſe, liberty, 
peace, wealth, or the like. | 
Ob. Wecometo Church, reade, hear, pray in publike and 
Private, we prefeſſe Chriſt, love bim. and bope to be ſaved by 
none other, and deal beneftly and truly with all men, cheregpe 
do not cenſure o hardly of mw, OP 
AA. Tis well you do ſo much, but is it your buſineſſe, your 
chief defire, deſigne and endeavour to be made ſavingly parta- 
ker of Jeſus Chriſt, and his grace, above all other Fog in 
the world, and to walk anſwerably ? If fo, well; I ſpeak 
not to you, but if your chief care, defire, ſtudy and enden dour 
be for worldly things and your love and delight in them, 
more then to Jeſus Chriſt and the things of God, then ko 
it is to you I ſpcak, and that you are the men, and when the 
Lord ſhall be pleaſed to open your eyes to difcern atight of 
things, and of your en waies, when your conſciences ſhall 
be throughly awakened, you will ſee and ey x your 
own folly. Now yen look on them who do deſire, prefer, ard 
endeavour after Chriſt, . and holineſſe, above all earthly 
things, and therefore do faſt, pray; xeade, follow ſermons, not 
willing to let any opportunity flip, will not take their plea- 
ſures, ſay and do as the moſt do, I ſay you look on ſuch and 
think them 1 what not, but they know 
you are fooliſh, very fools, the world and the devils fools, 
who havedecrived you, and you prefer wealth before grace, 
2nd pleaſure before Chriſt, like filly children and fools that 
prefet a brazen counter, before beaten gold, a pibble befere 
a pearl, alcaden ſhilling before true coin. 

This is the firſt branch of the Uſe of information te let ns 
{ce the folly, and let them ſee their folly, who will not part 
with the world or the things thereof for Chriſt. 

2. If we ought to part with all for Chriſt, then bis way 
ret the falſe judgements and conceits of men, both in re- 
ſpe of worldly things themſelves, and alſo of worldly 

men, that have and do continually abound with worldly 
things. | 


1. Is reſpedt of the things —4 tlves, We ſnould Jude 
1 The” 0 
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of them as they are indeed, no way comparable to Chriſt 
yea altogether unprofitable to make us happy, fave the ſoul, 
juſtify our perſons, ſanctify our natures, or afford any true 
ſound and folid comfort to a troubled ſoul, a wounded con- 

ace, and accordingly. we ſhould affect them, love them; 
e them, delight in them, and reſt on them, namely, no- 


_ thing at all in any of theſe reſpects, becauſe they cannot pro- 


it us at all in any of them, If a man know it is but a reed that 
is in his hand, or broken ſtaff, he will not truſt to it, becauſe 
he knoweth it is but a reed or broken ſtaff, that will not bear 


him over che ditch, or out of the dirt; The world is but a reed 


or broken ſtaff, and lo are all worldly things, rickes, honours, 


pleaſures, friends, ſtrengch, wit, policy, &c. whoſoever 


truſteth to the world or any thing in it, will finde himſelf 
touly miſtaken, and greatly deceived in the end, they will 


fail him and leave him in the atire, Therefore ſaith the Pial- 
- miſt, Pſa. 146, 3. Traft not in Princes, ror in ibe (on 


man in whom there u no belp, Whom ſhould a man 


rely upon if not upon 2 King, chat hatch ſo much power 


and ſo many waies and means more then other men co do 


us good ꝰ yet ſaith the Prophet, Put not your truſt in mar, 


in whom there i no help, his breath geeth forth, he returneth 


to the earth, in that 17 hu thoughts periſh, Alas l help me? 
c 


he gannot help 1185 f, death will overmaſter him, and then 


Whatſoever his deſires and theughts M ere to help and do good, 
all vaniſh and come to nothing, but ver. 5. Happy # he that 
hath the God of Jacob for his help, whoſe hope id 1 the Lord 
5 God, vet,6. whith made hoaven and earth, the Sea, and 


all that therein tr, which keepeth truth for ever: there is the 
reaſon of it, þ:xcauſe Cod is alwaics alſufficient and faithfull 
to make good to the uttermaſt whatſoever promiſe. he hath. 


| made... 


So for riches, the worldly mans. ſtrong city, Pre, 10. 15. 


Kev. 4. 17. He thios there are great matters in them, Yet 
faith Solomon They abide vot for ever, Pro. 37 4. they are 
very uncertain, nothing in point of certainty and true happi- 


neſſe, Pro. 23.5. and though they do ſtay by a man, yet hey 
cannot proſit in the da ¶ wrath, Pro. i 1. 34. yea he that mae. 
2 . c. 


2 
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eth in bis riches Ball fall, Pro. 11. 28. ay 0 fro = oY 
The like we may ſay of all other things, we think there 
are great matters in them; Oh it I bad ſuch friends, ſuch an 
eſtate, ſo much coming in by the year, or had ſuch an Office, 
I were an happy man or woman, How bravely might I live! 
I migbthave to many men tò attend upon me, I might fare 
well, live eaſily, go bravely, beliberall to the poor, keep a 
plentifull houſe, and do much good in my country, help for- 
ward any good work, but now though I have a free heart, 
yet I have ſhort hands, can dg very little: Alſo we are apt 
to think, It we have the favour, the nod or ſmile or good 
word of ſuch a great man, or ſuch a great Lord to be on our 
fide, to ſtand for us, ſpeak and act for us, we are not a little 
happy above others, and hug our ſelves in our own conceits, 
of what we are, and what à friend we have if need be, And 
therefore we greatly deſire and earneſtly labour for theſe out- 
Ward things, riches, honours, offices, favour of men, and 
other worldly contentments, becauſe ve think we ſhould be 
happy, we had them, and are miſerable becauſe without them, 
but we may hence ſee the vanity of all worldly things, they 
are no Waies comparable to Chriſt, they are things which 
muſt be parted with, and therefore we ſhould take notice 
of this, deſire, eſteem, and uſe them accordingly, only in ſub- 
ordination to higher and better things, Chriſt, grace, Gods 
favour, 60 Ee iitit 8 8 | 
Secondly, It may alſs reftify our thiughts in reſp+ @ of 
 Worlaly men, who abound with worldly good things, We may 
not judge men to be any whit the better, or happier, or more 
in Gods favour for theſe out ward things: We are apt tothink 
they are, yea, we (too many of us) can hardly be beaten 
out of it, chat thoſe that have theſe worldly good things are 
happy. Oh they fare daintily, live eaſily; have variety of 
goodly apparel, ſtore of money, the cap and knee of every 
one, great reipect and obſervance, ability to give great po 
tions to their children, large inheritances, and what not 2 «<1- 
pecially we are apt to think thus, whenour ſel ves are in a poor, 
low, deſpiſed condition, wanting things. neceſſary, endure 
hardſhip-and ſorrow in the — and therefore weare very 
6 66. a 13 a . apt. 
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apt to admire great ones, honour them, and magnifie them, 
though otherwiſe vitious, baſe, covetous, pot · companions, 
luſtfull, defilers of others beds, feces popsli, the dregs, lees, 
or ſcum of men, like as Comodus, Nero, Caligula, Helioga- 
Balus, of the Roman Emperours, were for vitiouineſſe of 
life, and many others were and are, ſo they be rich and great 
in the world, eſpecially if they be alſo courteous, and affable, 
and liberall, theſe things cover all their vices, as for inſtance, 
If proud wicked Herod do but make a brave eloquent oration 
to the people, in his royall robes, they preſently admire him, 
and cry out, The voice of God, and no: of man, Act. 12.21. 
as he in Virgil, Vox uon bominem ſi nat, O Deacerte. 

Moſt men look at nothing but t fe outſide, the pictures, the 
gay cloaths, the gold and ſilver in the purſe, the out ward trap» 
pings: and ſo judging men by the outſide, erre in their appre- 
henfions of them, and conſequently in their affeRions alſo, 
and actions, and thus adore the golden aſſe for his trappings, 
the man for his gay cloaths, crowns in his purſe, attendance, 
buildings, and the like, extoll a graceleſſe ignorant aſſe, made 
rich and great, it may be, by uſury, bribery, baſe covetuoui · 
neſſe, extortion, and by the favour of ſome wiſe man, or the 
corruption ot others. 

And on the contraay, Si fit res anguſta domi, if a man 
be poor and mean, deſpiſed, reproached, flandered by ungod- 
ly men, and outwardly afflicted, without means, and with- 
out friends in the world, though he be never fo holy, bumble, 
godly, yet the World accounts him a miſerable man, would 
not change condition with him upon any terms. This is to call 
goed, evill, and evill good, to condemn the generation of 
the righteous, and juſtify the wicked, both which are abo- 
mination to the Lord, Thus men often miſerably miſtake and 
wiſh in their hearts that they were in ſuch a mans condition, 
that they had ſuch an eſtate, office, digr.ity, but Chriſt is litile 
thought of, and lefle regarded. EE Le 5 

Aft ake me nor, I know well enough, that there is a civill 
reſpect and honour due unto men, even wicked men, more 
or lefle, according to their birth, eſtates, degree and Fei 
are of, and the places they are in, it is out duty, and the will 
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and command of God, that we ſhouſd*give it unto them, 
and a great fault not to give civill relpects unto them, Rom. 
13.7. eſpecially ſuch as are in authority, and it is a moſt un- 
worthy thing in ay that pretendto religion, to carry them- | 


ſelves tudely tow ind inen im authority becauſe ungodly bt 
chit which T hereſpeak, is ol to labour to beat dewn all o- 


pinion or doneeit that there f 


ſound comfort in any worldly excellency whatioe ver, or that 


thoſe that havs them are therefore in a happy condition, ot 


avy whit the better in 7 75 un veſpect, nearer heaven, 
or more in Goch kassette 9 charred them. 
Greatnd(ſe i not godneſſe, and they that abound in all out- 
Ward good chingy ( uſetull and neceſlaty for the comfortable 
ſupport ot the body while we lite um earth) yet having no- 
thing elle, wanting Chriſt the tine treaſure and only Pearl 
that can male any man truly rieb and happy, they are not- 
withſtanding all their wealth aud honour, poor, beggarly, 
beſe and miſerable. n e «gy 4: 

Only the godly man js a rich man, a happy man, a blefled 
man, approved and honouret! of God, Reade Pſa. 1.15. & 
119.1. Mat. 5. 30 to 13. My laboar'is to beat all men off 
from all creature confidenet and comfert, to ſeek unto, and 
rely on God in Jeſus Chriſt only, for true happinefle, peace, 
eaſe, comfort, and content. 

Tei i therefore hence rectify our — — and affecti- 
ens, to acknowledge and-zecount worldly men, though ne- 
ver ſo great, rich and honourable, in the world, though they 
fwim in pleaſures, yet without. Chriſt and ſaving graces, 
unked, poor and miſerable, and account the meaneſt Chriſti- 
m that hack a ſaving intereſt in Ieſus Chriſt; and timely fears 

God, tar greater, better, wifer, and in a far better condition, 
( 0 ke have neither money in the purſe, meal in the bar- 

of 


rel, oil in the ctuſe, any outward good thing to ſupport this 
life, bor friend in the world) then any worldly man how(o- 


erer tich,grear, and outwardly happy. 
ANY this may ſerve for out inftruRtion, to reach us a 
1. Not te ſo} vur beargs'on the world or any worldly 


Y 
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Was though they he never lo 9 take we heed. of - 
that Theſe gre things that we ſhould be ip far from truſting. 
in, ſetting our hearts upon, or inordinately and immoderate- 
ly deſire them, thor wraſhauld alwaies uſe them with w 
affections, and be;alwai on every occaGien actually, 
to part with themy life and: Cbriſt and the Goſpels ſake, 
He is a peail, and. ſo is thg· Goſpel, of far greater price then 
al worldly, hin whatſo- 


any, yea, chen the work 4 ane 
world! men, but. 77 FI 
2 10 fe ATA the world, 


ever. 3 7 08 varied; fil 376 
2, Learn 3 nat 2 
rather, when: We, — 


fes ifh, 72 5 the pro- 


erat — * nike 25 ure pot in trouble à other men 
} =: faw kis errour, bewai- 


led his fault, blame 22 much for! it. See ver. 16. to 23. 


e 
pop of the, wicked, 


420% they daft (es 
down into de ftirufion, , 
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ſce a childe playing with a painted rattle, or riding on à gil- 
ded hobby-horſe, or glory ing in a leaden fhilling,- or brazen 
counter, we de not envy the childe, but rather bleſſe God that 
we have more wit and better things, io do not you envy the 
worldling becauſe. of his pelf, gold, ſilver, brave cloaths, 
dly houſes, &. which they glory in, but picy them, pray 
or chem, that they may be wiſe unto ſalvatien, and conſider 
thou haſt Chriſt, he rich treaſure, the goodly pearl, that which 
is ren thouſand times better, and more laſting, yes that Which 
is abundandyable co ſatisfy all the deſires or thy heart, and 
which ſhall continue for ever, think of this, make chy boaſt 
of God, glory in the Lord, yea rejoice and be exceeding glad, 
and => { ſay rejoice. So exhorteth our Saviour, Mat, 5. 12. 
and the Apolile, Phil. 4 4. 40 
la the next place, Sings Chriſtian ould be willing to 
part With all, and count all but loſſe and dung for Chriſt, 
let us all hence be perſwaded to be willing to part wit1 all for 
Chriſt, and in our hearts to make a preſent divorce from all 
worldly things for him, and to cloſe and eleave to him ſolely 
and conſtancy, This is the uſe the Scripturo uſually makes 
of ſuch points of doctrine, wherein the vanity of the world and 
excellency of heavenly things is declared; As Eccl. 13.13. 
when Selomos had proved the vanity. of. all worldly things, 
he concludes, Let us hear the concluſion ↄf che whole matter ? 
Fear God, and keep his Commaniements, far thus the whote 
duty of man, So the Plal niſt, Pla. 146. 3, 4, . Put not your 
eruftin Princes, wer in the (on of mas, in whom # no belp. 
for happy is he, Who hath the God of Jacob for bis help, and 
whoſe hope is in the Lord his God.that was the uſe he made of it 
and the uſe we mult mike of it. So our bleſſed Saviour ex- 
horts ns, A it. 6. 33. Seck you firſt the Kingdom of God, and 
the righteonſneſſe thereof, and then all theſe rhings ſhall be 
added unto you, Seek you firſt, that is, before and above all 
other things, che Kingdomeof God, by which ſome nader- 
Rand Chrift himſclf, with which ſence the next words ſeem 
ro agree, and his righrcquſneſſe, others underſtand. by King- 
dome the ſaving gifts and graces of his ſpirit, whereby Chriſt 


rulesin his eleck, and ſo tho ſpiriqull kingdomeof Chriſt the 
; T G * kingdome 
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king ome pb grace here, and of glory bereafter, and: righte» 
efſe,a contormity.uoco Chriſt as the way to his kingdome, 
whether we take — here in both · or either ferce, this 
is true; che words tand to take us off from extthly things and 
cares by cung arne excellent and puter object beter 
us. 

Obi. But what i ir-t be 4 that ; my heart may bi Boorced 
from all worldly things, and ſo I may ſo price, prefer, and defire 
Ebrift ani tbr ligt of Chriſti eee the thing. 177 this 
Warld; ubut m Obe willing" actraliy to pat w (ball for 
(orift,, and; the truth, M called thereunte, uud that 3 in the. 
mean time I may ſo w/o the world, as not abuſing it, with wea- 
ried affoctious, and may walk worthy of Chrift? _ 

1. — world, aud 411 
f  «NiConfider and ſtu- wor! _ n 
dy wen twd æbings, the ). Excelſenc y and neceffity; of Chi 
uud bur bappineſſe with him. 
1. The vanity ofthe world wy" all hag e which 
appears iy threoteſpaſty, 1 
FA 1.'miporericy; = 4 vil 
viz, of thee 29Toſtability, and * 
3. Falfity, - 

Fut, The vanity of the world and all worldly 3 ap- 
ears/in reſpect of: the impotency; inability and empriofye 
of the creatures, If a · man hd aff thè world and the thin 10 
it, yer they all TevetalYy and jointly are utterly unab 
help him. I ſhall therefore give in{tance in divers polar | 
| cales,. a, © 

1. Neitherthe world gs worldly chipg is able to a- 
tisfy the minde of man, chough the heart be a Pa thing, 
hrelemore then would fervea Kits at 4 meal, yet its deſires 
are ſo large,that no worldly thing, yea all the world cannot 
ſatisfy it, Beel. 5. 10. ſaith Seen He that” loveth filver 
Hall not be ſatisfied with fver, nor 5070 tloverh, 722 dance 
With ineveaſe. *Ecet/1iS. Thee l fart with ing. 
nor the cur with hearing. be eye way weltied Wi with loo- 
— objects. but frilt it defires new ones, or to lee 
them that are rare aver again, forthe ear ſtill defireth to hear 
aoveltics, This. 


* 
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perienced man in the world, play ſhews the largeneſſe of 
mans deſires, and the impoteney and emptineſſe of the cten- 


tures, lo they are not able to ſatisfy them. = 

And one reaſon may be, becauſe chere 81 an emptineſſe in 
the creatures, All the creatures are but btoken 120 etypry 
ciſtexns, they are wanting in this, beciule' indeed they e 
never made for this end, to ſatisfy and give full content to 


the minde of man, and ſo to make him truly and fully happy, 
N wel 


no not for a tiene; but only to conduee to His but wart we 
being in this life, New where there is ary ching ſtiff wan- 
ting, there is no true and full content and futisfaction, and 
ſo no true happineſſe, Let Abab be an inſtance to prove chis, 
Who though he had, enough he was a King, and King ovet 
all Iſrael agreat people, he had honour and wealth enough, 
yet all would not give him content, becauſe he could nor have 
Naboths vineyard, he was exceedingly diſcontented, would 
eat no bread, and turned away his face, nothing would pleaſe 
him, 1 Xin. 18.4. A notable evidence of this truth we have 
alſo in Hamman what could he almoſt have more then he had, 
he was a mighty Prince, very great in wealth, honour and au- 
thority, advanced by A haſtueroſb, to be over all the Princes 
of an 1 20. Provinces, very gracious and in great favour with 
the great King Abaſbueroſb, above all the men in all his do- 
minions, beſides wife, children, health, peace, and proſperity, 
to hearts deſire, and did even what he would, Efter.3.5.9. 
Vet becauſe Mordecai an inferioar man, did not bow the knee 
to him (a very poor thing to add or detract any thing from 
the content and welfare of ſo great a Prince) Yet becauſe he 
had not this reſpect from ( Miraeca, all his mitth and con- 
tent was marted, all his wealth, honour, proſperity and friends, 
did him no good, were to him as nothing, cap. 5. 13. All the 
(laid Hamas) availethme not hing: ſo long as I ſee Mordecai 
the [ew fitting at the Kings gate, And ſo it is wich all world- 
ly men in the midſt of all-cheir enjoiments, there js (till 
ſomething wanting to them, and ſo no full content, and ſo no 
true happineſſe. | QF a | 
A ſecond reaſon may be * the world and all worldly 
2 


things, 5 


- 
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things are outward, corporeall, bodily, materiall, but the 
fouk is immateriall, incorporea ll and ſpirituall, and therefore 
as 2 cheſt or coffer cannot be filled with ſpirituall, immate- 
all, and incorpereall ſubſtances, becaaſe they do not take 
up any -”_ of place, as * zntg ſubſtznces do, ſo the 
minde of man, & ſpirituall ſubſt ance, cannot be filled and ia- 
tisfied with eartbly, corporeall and materiall things they are 
not ſuteable to eur ſouls, which are ſpirituall, c. | 

Thirdly, add this, though ic be magis acum quam folide, 
that the heart of man (as the Philoſopher obſet ved) is tri- 
angular, the world is round, now tis ſure a round thing 
eannot fill that which is triangular, but there will be 
lome angles and corners left ſtill empty, croud will. you 
will. | 

Fourthly, Becauſe the ereatures are not made for this end 


| toſatisfy man, give him full content, to be the full and ade- 


quite object of his deſires (as was ſaid before) but himielf 
to be the childes portion, fully to anſwer all its deſires, fo 
far as co make him truly happy here, and fully and for ever 
hereafter in Heaven. | 

ROY This is alſo a good reaſon why worldly thiags can. 
not ſatisfy the minge, becauſe God in his jut judgement gives 
worldlings over to unſatiable deſires, hecauſe they deſire, ſove, 
joy, and delight in the creature, more then in the errator, Gd 
himſelf the fountain of all good, therefore he juſtly deprives 
them of that comfort and content, which other wile the crea · 
ture eight afford them by, his ardinary aſſiſtance and bleſſiug, 
ſo that theꝝ may eat and nat befilled,, drink aud not be ſatis· 
ped. 28 the Prophets. threaten, Ezek, 7. 19. Hol. 4, 10, 
Hage1.6; yea and ii his own children coo immoderately de- 
lice, and ect worldly things, he doth withdraw his bleſſing 
from che creatures, that they may. learn by experience to be 
wiſer, and reſt on God only, and ſeck him above all, &. 

So that worldly men are like Pharaabs lean kine, who 
after they had deyoured the ſeven fat ones, yet they were 
Lean and hungry ſtill, ſo worldly men though they devour 
acher mens poſſeſſions, and get à very «exceeding. great and 

| | large. 
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large eſtate, yet they are not ſatisfied, but crave ill all world» 
Iy ehings, being like ſalt water;que rim provocat, non extin- 
guit, which doth not quench or allay, but increaſe thirſt, 
to many and all worldly things do not flack, but provoke t 
deſires after more, the more men have, the more they deſirf, 
Creſcit amor mmi quantum ipſã pecunia creſcit. Mens 
deſires. increaſe with the things themſel ves, covetucuſneſſe 
may get wealth, and ambitious endeavours, honours, hut 
cannot give teſt nothing can fill and ſatisfy: the ſoul but God 
bimſelf, . whois of a ſpitituall nature, alſufficient and inſinite 
in all perfections, the only chick and everlaſting good, and ſoa - 
ble to fatisfy every deſire, and fill every corner and cranny of 
the heart, to its utmoſt capacity, and exceeding abundantly. 
beyond all that we are able to ask or think. This is the firt 
thing wherein the impotency and emptineſſe of all the crea · 
tures appears. | | 
Yea further, earthly things axe ſo far from ſatistiyng the 
minde, or giving any true content and comfort, that they 
oftentimes much diſquiet and grieve it, Eecl. 1.14. ſaich Se- 
lemon, I have ſeen all the Works that are done under the Sun, 
and behold all is vanity and vexation of ſpirit, Eatthly things 
do not only not ſatisfy the minde, and not make. happy, but 
they do alſo vex, grizve, and trouble the min ie, . becauſe it 
cannot comprehend them, many are the cares, troubles, and 
pains in getting worldly things, allo tokeep and preſerve tbem 
being gotten, and then bitter ſorrow, and vexation many 
times, it any of them be loſt or taken away by fire, water, 
theeves, or other caſualty, though all be done by the wiſe pro- 
vidence of God. | | 
2. As neither worldly things, nor the world it ſelf cannot 
ſatisfy the minde, fo they cannot help the conſcience in its 
diſtreſſe. I will inſtance in two caſes. oth 
For 1. It cannot comfort and eaſe the grieved conſcience, 
when God bath-wounded it by charging a mans fins on bim, 
and ſet his conſcience on work to accuſe, condemn, and tor. 
ment him for them. If iuch a man bad all the kingdomes in 
the world, and all the riches: and honours of them, and 
all the wit of the men: in them, they. cannot cure nor eaſe a a 
| G3 wounded 1 
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wounded conſcience, and comfort it, when the conſcience 
is throughly awaked, and touched with the ſight and ſenſe 
of its ſin, and guilt and wrath due for fin, there is no worldly 
thing can ipeak comfort, there is nothing but horrour ot con- 
ſcience, the very flaſhings of hell in his face, extream anguiſh, 
deep doubts, and deſperate perplexed fears of everlaſting 
damnation, which are ſo great that ail the water in che world 
cannotdrown them, nor all the wealth in the world ſtifle 
Pro.18.14.- The ſpirit of a man will bear bu infirmities, but 
4 wonnded:ſpirit who can hear? Let a mans bodily infirmitics, 
ſufferings and troubles be what they will, yet if ehe ſpirir, 
the minde and coricience be quiet, ſound and whole, he can 
bear it, as a leg or ſhoulder that is in its place ſound and 
whole can bear very much, but if the minde be grieved and 
the conſcience throughly awakened, and the ſpirit wounded, 
who can bear it? as every little thing ſeems. very grievous 
and even intolerable to a leg or ſhoulder out of joint, broken 
or full of angry boils and ſores, fo ic is here. I/, 33 14. but 
when conſcience was awakened, then they are full of moſt 
dreadfull apptehenſions and deſperate fears of hell. The 
ſinners in Z os are afraid, fearfullnefſe hath ſurpriſed the hby- 
pocrites, who among us { lay they) ſhall dwell with devou- 
ring fire? who among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting bur- 
ning; A notable inſtance to this purpoſe, we have in Bel- 
harxar, who when in the height of his glory, at his riotous 
feaſt, when: a hand · writing appeared on the wall, though 
he could not tell what it meant, yet he exceedingly quaked 
and trembled, bis countenance Was changed, bis tboughts ere 
troubled in him, (6 that the joints of his loins were looſed, and 
bu knees [mote one againſt another. So that neither variety 
of all ſorts of wines, delicious diihes, and daintics, concu- 
bines, nobles, wiſe men and counſellours, could quiet his 
conſcience, or give him any. comfort. . The like we might 
ſee in pudas, who after his conſcience troubled him for be- 
traying his Maſter, the Lord Chriſt, threw away his thirty 
peeces of ſilver, as that which would afford him no comfort 
in his diſtreſſe, Mat. 27.3, 4, 5. 

All things in the world, riches, honours, &-c, cannot 
| | cure 
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cure a wounded conſcience, and the reaſon is, 1. Becauſe. 
there is no proportion or ſutableneſſe betwixt the conſcience 
grieved, and out ward things, the diſeaſe and the remedy, 
the wound and the cute, the one being ſpirituall, the other 
corporall. 2. The one is inward; the other outward. New it 
is a true rule, Nllum corporate unit is ſp irituale, corporall 
things do not work on ſpirituall ſubſtances, as a plaiſter ap- 


plied to the body, or phyſick taken inwardly, doch but work 


on the body, and not on the ſpirit er foul, plaiſters and phy- 
fick though never ſo precious applied; to the body, cannot cure 
inward griefs of minde, but only ſome ſuch thing as is ſutable 
to the inward grief, ſo all the wealth, pearls, je wels, ho- 
nours, & c. in the world, applicable only to the outward 
man, cannot eure the inward accufings, condemnings, and 
tormenting of the cunſeience, And if they could, yet they 
are but temporal, laſt but for a time, und therefore when 
we are taken away from them, or they from us, the wounds 
and troubles of conſcience, will break out again and be more 
violent then before, as a water ſtopt, after: it hath broken 
down the banks or dam, runs more violently then before, 
xis ſure that ſo long as ſin and guilt remains, as it doch al waics 


in impenitent ſinners, the troubtes of confcience will remain 


, condemning and tormenting the finner for ever in 
hell, where thefinner ſhall beiſtripr of all worldly things, 
and nothing remains but the worm of an accuſing tormen- 
ting conſcience, Mar. 9. 44. 46. where the worm (_ that 
is the ſting of an accuſing, tormenting conſcience) ſhall ne vet 


die. 


worldly. things, cannot procure Gods favour, nor areany ligoes 
of his favour, Eccl.9.2, No man knoweth good or euidl by all 


that is before him, &c. And the wound or trouble of cor-- 


fcience ariſeth from hence, that it ſees God is his enemie, and 
will charge the. guilt ot itamias upon him, ſo that witbour bis 


favour and reconciliation with hin there can he mD cπτ ho - 


ziue peace, quiet, and comfort of conſcience, but wotidly 


things cannot procuro Gods fayour and peice Wilk ius, 
eth 


Job, 34. 19. God acacptor netthe porſow of Prises, busca. 


— 


2. Another realon may be this, becauſe theſe out ward, 
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eth not the rich more then the poor, all are the work of bi 
| bands, and therefore eartbly and ſublimary things cannot 
quiet and belp conſcience, a 

2. Neither the world nor any worldly thing can prevent 

ture troubles of conſcience, and ſecure the conſcience, 
rhis follows from the former, for if they be not able to afford 
the leaſt true comfort to a wounded, grieved conſcience, 
how ſhall they be able to prevent future troubles ? worldly 
things rather occaſion troubles of conſcience, become ſnarcs 
to draw us to ſia, through the corruption of our hearts, and 
not ſimply from themſelves, the Devil ſiding with our cor- 
rupt hears, uſcth theſe as baits and ſnares to draw to ſin, 28 
the wedge of gold and Babiloniſh garment to allure Ac ban 
to take of the zecurſed thing, and ſo ſin agsinſt God and his 
own foul, and ſo the Devil as it were laicth the foundation, 
and prepareth matter for troubles. of. conſcience, and then 
having made ſuch a way (God permitting him ) he chargeth 
the ſin and guilt home upon the conſcience with all poſſible 
aggravatiens,and hence follows trouble of conſcience, io that 
worldly things are fo far from preventing troubles of con- 
ſcience, that they occaſion it, as good wine and ſtrong drink 
and good company, occaſion drinking, draw many a man 
to drink, and drink occaſions drunk enneſſe, and that ſome- 
times grievous, yea deadly diſtempers z fo the profits, plea- 
lures, eaſe, prefcrments of the world, favour of men, and 
the like, allure io ſin, and fig makes guilty, and that makes 
ſubject to divine wrath, and from the apprehenſion ot guilt 
and wrath due to man for ſin, cometh trouble of conſci- 
ence. N | 

3. Earthly things cannot parchaſe the ſalvarion of the ſoul, 

They can acither redeem from hell, nor procure ho, 
nefle and life eternall, for thea great men and rich men, 
would be the only happy men in the world, for ſurcly there 
is none io deſperately wicked, when he comes to die, it he be 
ſenſible of his ipirituall condition, be would give large ſums 
of money and ocher things, to be certainly freed from hell, 
and afjured of heaven, but alas! all che world cannot pur- 
chaſe chat. If a man had it, and would part with abundance 

of 
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of burnt. offerings, and calves of 4 year old, overgrown 
Calves, yea if be wonld give thonſands of rams, and ten thow- 
ſand rivers of oil, &c. meſt ſi upendious ſam, yea if 4 man 
would give bu fir If. born, for his tranſgreſſion, a man being 
more worth then the whole world, in reſpect of the preciouſ- 
nefſe of the ſoul, Mat. 16.26, the fruit of his body, for the ſin 
of hu ſoul, it would not pleaſe the Lord, Mc. 6.6, 7. No, that 
is too great a price for man to pay, he cannot give a ſufficient 
ranſome to God for the ſoul, PIa. 49.6, 7, 8. They that traſt 
is their Wealth, and boaſt them ſelves in the multituds of their 
riches, None of them can by any means redeem hu brother, 
nor give to God a ranſi me for him, for the redemption of the 
ſoul i precious, it ceaſeth for ever, that is, it is ſo great 2 
price, that it it can never be paid by any. Eſau, Dives, and 
many other rich perſons, and great perions went ta hell, and 
ſo {hall all the wicked, ænd al that forget God, Pla. 9.17. alt 
that diſi bey the Goſpel. 2 Thelg1.7,8. neither gold nor filver 
nor any earthly thing can redeem us, that can be done only 
by the precious bloud of Jeſus Chriſt the ſon of God, 1 Pet, i. 
18,19. Te Werenet rediemed with corruptible things, as fplver 
and gold, but with the precious bloud of Chriſt. 

4. Earthly things cannot enrich the ſou], or procure for 
it any ſanctifying and ſaving grace, as faith, hope, love of 
God, godly forrow or any other ſaving gifts of God, they 
are from above, Jam.1.17. It is not the world, but the 
word of God, by which as Gods inſtrument thoſe graces 
are wrought in the ſoul, which is therefore called the word 
of bis grace. Act. 20.32. and the grace of God, Tit 2.11, be- 
cauſe it is the inſtrument by which God worketh all ſaving 
graces in the heart of his cle, which makes the foul capa- 
ble of heaven, and do ſo exceedingly beautity and adorn the 
ſoul, 

Worldly things cannot ſs much as procure morall vertues, 
as true valour, they cannot put any true courage and magna- 
nimity into any man, or. zeal to ſtand for a good cauſe, for 
God, his word, truth, worſhip, or ſervants, againſt: the 
oppoſitions of evill men, eſpecially great ones, theſe things 
rather make men cold, fearfull and cowardly to ſpeak'or 
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act in any gaod cauſe, leaſt they ſhould ſuffer in their eſtates, 
or eſteem in the world, Whereas men of ſmall eſtates, and 
mean account in the world, poor, contemptible Chriſtians, 
do uſually ſhew more courage, zeal, and conſtancy, in any 
good cauſe, then the great ones do. OTIS OR 

Nor can worldly things procure-temperance, juſtice, for- 
ticude, prudence, Chaſtity, nor wit, underſtanding, memory, 
and other naturall parts, or morall endowments, for if they 
could, many great men, that abound exceedingly in rich- 
es, &. in this and former ages, who are wanting in theſe 
endowmenta, would excell others, and be moſt wity, 
kpowipg, Wiſe, magnanimous, beautiful}, & c. | 

Neither can they cure any naturall defects or deformities of 
the body, as crookedneſſe, lameneſſe, blindeneſſe, deformities, 
they cannot make the deformed beautifull, the crooked ſtrait, 
the lame whole the dumb to ſpeak, the deaf to hear, or blinde 
to ſee, or purchaſe theſe things for them that want them, 
much leſſe can they procure grace for the ſoul, or be any means 
of procuring ſaving grace and helineſſe, the way and requiſite 
condition to true happinefſezit they cannot do thelefle,amend 
the naturall defects and noiſome deformities of the body, 
then they cannat do the greater, that is, purchaſe grace 
tor the ſoul. 1 

Eifchly, Sublunary things can neither remove preſent di- 
ſeaſcs of che body, nor prevent future judgements of God, 
nor death, | 2 

They cannot remove preſent diſeaſes, aches, and diſtem- 


pers of the body, as the ſtone, gout, feaver, cholick, &c. The 


common ſaying is very true, It is not a velvet ſlipper can 
eute the gout, nor a ſilk ſtocking that can cute a broken leg, 
nor 2 croxwn of gold that can cure the meagroom or head · ach 
or tooth- ach, nor a Satten ſuit that can remove the Stone- 
1 burning feaver, and many other diſeaſes of the 
body. ö 
O. No? Experience ſhews the contraty, many by the 
uſe af the creatures artificially made and applied by Ae 
full Phyſician, have been cured of grievous wounds and di- 
eaſes, which ſome others have judged mortal. 

| | A. Tis 
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A, *Tis true, theſe things many times, when God is plea- 
ſed to add his bleſſing, and ſtrength to the creatures, and 
skill of men, have wrought great effects; but we ſee alſo by 
experience, that where, and ſo often as God doth deny his 
aſſiſtance, and : concurrence with the creatures, yes ort ten- 
times when there is the ordinary providence and aſſiſtance 
of God, going along and working with the creatures and 
Skill of man, eures are not effected, wounds not healed, de- 
ſcales not cured, yea many times very ſmall hurts or diſtem- 
pers notwithſtanding all the skill and endeavours of the lear- 
ned, prove mortall, and theſe very things which have don ad- 
mirable etfects upon others often, and on themſelves alſo in 
the like diſeaſe, either now worke not at all, or not to the 
curing and ſaving of the patients: daily experience ſheweth 
that great ones die and others lie groning under very grievous 
Pains, and can get no remedy nor eaſe many times, though 
they would willingly give very large ſums, and uſe all means 
thought of, or that the skill of man can deviſe to help them, 
— meat, drink, phyſick, plaiſters, nor ſilver nor gold eancure 

em. 8 ö 

Neither can lands, goodly houſes, ſtately buildings, ſoft 
beds, dainty fare, caſe, & c. cure diſtempers of the body, 
theſe rather oecaſion diſeaſes and ſickneſſe and weakneſſe, 
Which occaſioned that ſaying, Mor barum domicilium divi- 
tum aula, Rich mens houſes are harbours of diſeaſes, and that 
Intemperance hils more then all other diſeaſes, which ariſe 
from other cauſes, for as worms ſooneſt breed in ſoft and 
ſappy wood, and fineſt la wnes and linens are moſt apt to 
rent, and be marred, ſo diſeaſes are moſt apt to catch and 
breed in thele bodies, which are made ſoft and tender through 
eaſe and delicacy. Variety of dainties and plenty invites to 
fulneſſe and intemperance, upon which follows ill digeſtions, 
raw and corrupt humours which beget many foul and dange- 
rous, and often, deadly diſeaſes. 

And as earthly things cannot remove preſent diſeaſes and 
pains, ſo neither can they prevent future diſtempers and 
Jadgementsof Ged, as famine, peſtilence, immoderate unſea- 
lonable hurtfull weather, rains, ſtormes, droughts, and other 
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judgements of God; All Pharoabs wealth, honour and 
greatneſſe, though a King, could not keep off the leaſt of Gods 
judgements, as the hai), frogs, flies, lice, &. from falling 
upon him, and his people, and land, E.x6.6,7,8,9, & 10. thoſe 
poor, weak, contemptible creatures, did miterably hamper 
and affli that preud King, notwithſtanding all the power, 
wiſdome, riches and policy of Egypt, chat he was forced to 
confeſle, I and my people have ſinned, the Lord is righteons, 
aud to intreat Moſes to pray for him, Exo. 9. 27. All Herod: 
honour, riches, ſta tely buildings, rich robes, eloquence, po- 
licy, applauſe of the people, Cc. could not keep off the 
judgemenis of God, the worms from eating him up, Act. 
12,23. So we reade of a featfull, incurable, inviſible plague, 
that tormented Autioct u, of Julian the Apoltate, Francis 
Spiraand many others, ſome were grievoufly afflicted in their 
bodies, and ſome in. their conſciences alſo, of whom we 
might ſay, as the faithfull, P,. 3 2,6, 7. The righteous hall 
ſee and fear, lee and take notice of Gods judgements on wic. 
ked worldlings, if themſelves will not ſee and fear to offend 
God by the like or other fins, and ſtall laugh at him, rejoice 
in that God is glorified and his juſtice exectited, and that God 
taketh their part againſt the wicked, and ſay. Lo, tbis us the 
man that made not God hu ffrength; but iris ſted in the abun- 
dance of his riches, and ſtrengthened himſelf in his ſhb- 
Sante, and now jou fee he bath be fooled himſelf, and ſuffers 


for it, 


Neither ean any earthly thing prevent death) or put it off 


further then the time appointed, Dives the rich man died 
as Well as poor Lazarm, Luk. 16.22. all his barns full of 
corn, and worldly wealth, could not keep off death, All He- 
rods glory could not free him from being eaten up, one of 
them of worms, and the other Here of lice, and fo it was 
with Nimrod, Nebuchadnexzar, Belfhazzar, and all other 
great men, as viell as poor men, they all died one as well as 
poor men, they all died, one as well as another, All the 
world cannot bribe death, Heb.9.29. It is appointed wnts 
all men (Without any exception) te die, and after death to 
come to judge ment: and being enacted in heaven, it is like 

and 
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and mere durable then the laws of the Medes and Perſians, 


all the world cannot reverſe it, Pla.49.6,7,9. They that truſt 
in their Wealth, and boaſt themſelves in the multitude of their 
riches, none of them can by any means redeom his brother, nor 
give to Goda ranſi me for him, that he faould ftill live for 
ever, and not ſee corruption, Iſa. 46. 10. The connſell of the 
Lord ſball ft and. i 
And what will all the worlds wealth, riches, henours, plea- 
ſures, buildings, dainty fare, loft and coſtly raiment, and 
friends, do a man good, when he mult die and part with all, 
Quicquid vita dedit, tollit cum vita recedit. What life gi- 
veth, death taketh away, when conſcience acculeth him, 
death is ready to arreſt him, and carry him before the judge- 
ment ſeat of Chriſt, the foul ready to breath eut its laſt galp, 
and bath ics eye open to fee Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath ſliegh- 
red, neglected, and diſobeyed, to ſatisfie his Juſts, ready to 
condemn him, and the Devil ready to take him, and hurry 
him away to hell, which is ready to ſwallow him. What #5 
the hope of an hypecrite ( laith F0b.27.8. and mark it well.) 
though lie have heaped up rich:s, When God taketh away his 
ſoul e I ſpeak net this to extenuate Gods goodneſle in out- 
ward things, nor the reſpect that is due unto men, to whom 
God giveth the things et chis world, riches, honour, great- 
ne ſſe of birth, place, offices, and the like, all which are to be 
thanktully reecived as from God, and improved to his glory, 
but to let all men ſee how vain all cut ward things are, and 
to take off our hearts thoughts, and affections, and confidence 
on them, and place them on God in Chriſt, tac only ſeveraign 
and aliufficient good, the authour of all our true hapoi- 
ne ſſv. f 
dixthly, Neither the world, nor any, nor all warldly things 
together, can prevent the wrath to come, Pro. i 1.4, Riches 
pre fit not in the day of wrath, and ſo may we ſay of honours, 
earthly pleatures, & c. Zeph. 1. 18. Neither their ſilver nor 
gold (hall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lords 


wrath, Worldly men think there are great matters to be had 
in worldly things, and therefore do eagerly deſire them above 
grace and holineſſe, and do greedily ſeek them, and treaſure 
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themup many times in great abundance, even with the neg- 
le& of the true riches, "Chriſt, Gods favour, ſaving grace, and 
life eternall, but what will it profit a man if he gain the whole 
Vari ans looſe his own ſoul d or What ſhall a man give in ex- 
change for his ſoul ? faith our Saviour, Mat. 16.26. The rich 
mans full barns, and all his wealth, and credit, could not pur- 
chaſe his freedome, nor bail his ſoul from hell for one night, 
Luk.16.22,23. nor procure him the leaſt caſe, or mitiga tion 
there, nor ſo much as one drop of water to cool his tormen- 
ted tongue, a poor matter nor worth the asking, and yet 
could not be obtained, no not of mercifull Abraham, his fi- 
ther Abraham, as he called him, ver. 24. &c, But God will 
be juſt, andrender to every man according to his doing, glory, 
honour, and peace, to every man which — but tri- 
bulation and angniſh upon every ſe ul which doth evill. Rom. 
2. 6,9, 10. We ſball appear before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt, 
(faith the Apoftle, 2 Cor. 5. 10.) to receive not according to 
evety mans riches, wealth, honour, greatneſſc, beauty, parts, 
or any worldly enjoiments, but according to what be hath 
done in the body, i. e. while here in the body, in this life, 
He that followerh after righteouſneſſe and mercy, ſhall finde 
life, 'righteouſntſſe and honour, Pro. 21.21. But thoſe 
that have followed after the world, have deſired, loved, 
and delighted in the world, its pomps, vanities, plea- 
ſures, profits, neglecting Chriſt, ſhall have tribulation, an- 
guiſh, indignation and wrath, Gal.6,8. He that ſi weth to 
the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption, but he that Heth 
to the ſpirit, ſpall ef the Spirit reap lifs everlaſting. When 
the Apoſtle compares our thoughts, words, affectious, and 
doings, good or bad, to ſeed, and fowing, and faith men ſhall 
reap according as they ſow, be rewarded according to their 
doings, goodor bad. | 
I hus we ſee that worldly things cannot ſatisfy the minde, 
help the conſcience, purchalc ſalvation, not procure any ſa- 
ving grace, help the body, muchleſle free either ſoul or body 
from the wrath to come, but all theſe good things are to be 
had in Jeſus Chriſt, ' | 
This is the ficft thing wherein the vanity of all earthly 
| things 
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things appears, viz, in reſ pect of their impoteney and weak- | 


neſſe to help. | + 

Secondly, The vanity of all worldly things appears in their 
inſtability; and mutability, It they could help us, yea make 
us happy, yet it could be but for a time, and that moſt uncers 
tain, becauſe all earthly things are mutable, chargeable, tran- 
fitory and periſhing. The Heavens themſelves all periſb, 
yea they all ſhall wax old as doth a gar ment, as a veſture thou 
fo4lt change them, aud they ſhall be changed, faith the Peo- 
phet, P/a.102.26, the moſt rich and durable garments, in 
time and with uſe, yea, though not uſed, will decay, looſe 
their colour, beauty and ſtrength, and moulder away to dirt, 


ſo ſball the heavens faith the Pſalmiſt, and though heaven and 


earth do continue from the creation to this day, above 5000. 


years, and may continue much longer, yet they change 


with thoſe that partake of their benefit and influence, we die 
aud part withall ; and that is in reſpect of us, as if the things 
themſelves ccaſed. 1 Cor. 7. 3 1. e To WU4 v 1974s TETH 


T be faſbion of the World paſſeth away, 1 Joh. 2. 17. The world 


ro paſleth away i. e. all the perſons aud thipgs in the 
world, alſo 2 Pet. 3.6, . The World that then was, being over- 
flowed with water, periſhed, bur the heavens and the earth 


which are now, bythe ſame word kept in ſtore, reſerved unto © 


fire againſt the day of judgement, and perditian of ungod- 
ly men, and ver. 1 1. Ser ing all theſe 1hings ſhall be diſſol- 
ved, &c. l | 


All the things of this world are tranſitory, periſhing and 


uncertain, ſo the Apoſtle ſtileth riches, 1 Tim 6. 17. uncer- 
tain riches, much like unto the Silencian birds, that iy away 
when they ſhould pleaſure us, take wings and are gone, So 
ſaith Solomon, Prov. 23 5. wilt thou ſet thine tyes upon that 
which is nothing, for riches certainly make themſelves wings 


they flie away as an eagle toward heaven and other birds that 


have taken the wing and are gone, when we would take them 
for our uſe. 


Witneſſe Zedekiab who was. deprived of his-kingdome, 


| eſtate, honour, nobles, wives, children, liberty, and his fight in 
one day, 2 King.25, and Febyrighteous ob, who in one day 


of - 


the. 
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the richeſt man in the eaſt became even the pooreſt, whence 
our Engliſh Prouerb, As poor as Job, He loſt his eſtate, oxen, 
camels, (heep, &. his ſervants, and children in one day, 
and preſently after, his health, eaſe, &. Job 1. & 2 chapt. 
Renowned Beliſarius a noble and ſucceſſefull captain under 
Zuftinian the Emperour, was turned out of his office, and 
eſtate, had his eyes put out, after great and honourable ſer- 
vices done by him, and was forced to beg at the door, Date 
obolum B̃ eliſario, quem fortuna magnum, & invidia cœcum 
cit. Give one halt- penny to poor Beliſarius, whom fortune 
made great, and envy made blinde. Witneſſe alſo many 
Kings and great I.ords, eſh. 10. 1 2. & dg. 1. This pur- 
blinde nature could ſee, and ſay as he, Quicquid habes hodie, 
oras te for mſſe reliquit, All worldly things are like the Sea, 
flowing and ebbing, coming and going, like the Moon al- 
waies increaſing or decreaſing, Our Saviour ſaith, they are 
things that periſh, Joh. 6. 27. The triumphing of the wicked 
( faid Zophar, Job. 20.5 6, 7, 8, 9.) viz. becauſe of outward 
good things; 1 but ſhort, Though his excellency mount up 
to the Heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds, yet he 
ſpall periſh for ever like bis own dung. be ſhall flee away 
as: &c. Worldly wealth may be taken away from 
us, by fire, water, theeves, plunderers, negligence of ſer- 
vants, ſuretiſhip of friends, and many other waics. . 

The like may be ſaid of honour, preferments, tavour of men, 
how ſuddenly was great and muck honoured Haman turned 
out of all favour and office, and hanged * E. 7.3. Alas | 
honour and favour of men is but a puff of breath, a miſ-done 
action, or miſ-ſpoken word though with a good intention, 
yea an action well done, or word well ſpoken, it ill taken, may 
and often doth looſe great mens favour, It is a miſerable and 
and foolith thing to depend on the favour of any man, it is ſo 
uncertain and mutable. 

| The lik: we may ſay of worldly pleaſures and delights, then 
which there is nothing in the world more vain, they periſh 
in the very act, all che abund ant delights and pleaſures of 


yelterday, are gone and paſt to day, and we ( befide the bare 


thought of them) as if we had never had any. O miſerable 


' 


at. 
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man that makes the world his God, riches his God, orho- 
nour or pleaſure his God, or portion, the deſire, delight and 
Joy of his heart. | 

And becauſe all earthly things are fo mutable and uncer- 
rain, therefore Chriſtians ſhould-uſe the world with weaned 
affections, and do all the good they can with their cſtares, 
while they live and enjoy them, impley them to the glory 
God, and the good ef others, by feeding the hungry, cloa- 
thing the naked, relieving the oppreſſed, and other good uſes, 
for as Abigail ſaid to David in another calc, fo may I here, 
Hereafter when they ſhall come to die, and part with all, 
or have all taken from them by any means, it will not re- 
pent them of the good things they have given out while 
they lived and had them, and well imploied like good ſte- 
wards, for Nemo eff Dominus ſuarum fac ul ut um, but diſ- 
penſator, No man is Lord and proper owner, but a 
ſteward only of his goods which the Lord hath put 
into his hand to diſpenſe wiſely according to his will, and 


will call him to account for them one day, Mat. 25. 14. and 


Lk. 16.42. 

Thirdly, All worldly things are vain in reſpect of their 
falſity and deceitfulne ſſe, they feem great matters, but are 
not, promiſe much, but can perform little, they have but a 
ſhew, an appearance of that they ſeem to have. P/. 4. . 
they are called vanity, deceiveable falſhood, So Ainſworth, 
Pſa. 62.9. Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of 
bigh degree (Men lifted up above many others in wealth, 
honour, place, authority, policy, &c,) are 4 le, to be laid 
ix the balance they are altogether lighter then vanity, Great 
Potentates think they can do great matters, promiſe great 
things, but are not able, they die as well as others, and then 
all their thoughts, promiſes, purpoſes periſh. P/. 146.4. Go- 
liab 1 Sam. 17. 10. ſaid, I defie the armies of Iſrael this 
day, give mea man that we may fight together, as it he had 
been able re do whatioever he would, and ver. 42, 43. 44. 
when he lacked aud ſaw David; he diſdained hum, (nrſed 
David. and faid, Come to me and Iwill give thy fleſh to the 
fonls of the air, and to the beaſts of the field, he promiſed 

I to 
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. rohimſelf, a moſt ec y cor queſt over David, and threarned 
great matters, but all wzs lics, and the clean contrary evill 


events befell bimſelf, and that by the hand of David, whom 
he ton uch diſdaed. Thrs wicked men many times pro- 
miſe great matters to themſelves, build caſt les in the air, 
but all comes to nought. I warrant you, the malignant and 
antichriſtian party, and the principall of them, were very con- 
fident of carrying z ll to their hearts deſire, diſſolve this pre- 
ſent renowned Parliament, or deſtroy it, deſtroy and bring 
the whole Kingdo me, all three Kingdomes, under t heir gir- 
dle, and utterly ſubvert the true Proteſtant Religion, laws 
and liberties, ſet up Pepery,tyranny ar d arbitrary government 
they ſpake great ſwelling words of vanity, but God hath 
brought down the haughtine ſſe of man, and made the rage 
of man turn to his praiſe, as alſo he did Pharoahs, Pharoah 
trapped in all his glory and greatueſſe, thought he might deal 


with Iſrael at his pleaſure, and as he liſt, trample them under 


foot, bring them back again, and make them ſlaves. for ever 
for thus he ſaies, and mark his vain confidence, becauſe 7/- 
zac] was now in a great ſtrait, the Sea before them, the hils 
on each ſide, and himſelf and his whole atmy behinde them, 
Exo. 15 9. The enemy ( Pharoah and his army) ſaid, I 
will purſue, 1 will overtake, I will divide the oil, My luſt 
ſpall be ſatisfied npon them, I will draw my ſword, my hand 
ſbal deſtroy, this fixtold repetition of the fame reſolution, 
ſnewed their extream high. flown confidence, and what did 
he and his army effect? truly juſt nothing, but were them- 
ſelves all deſtroyed in the red ſea, that very Sea which to the 
Iſraelites was drie ground, and a wall for their ſafe paſſege, 
was to the Egyptian a grave to bury the m in,fomething might 
be ſaid to this purpoſe of Haman, Belfbazzar, Judas, Geha- 
i and others. N | 
The like may be ſaid of all worldly things, riches, honours 
and pleaſures, as well as of perſons: Men think there are great 
mattets in them, that they thould be happy, if they had 
them, and think themſelves miſerable,becanſe without them, 
but when they have them, and have need of their help, and 
truſt to them, they finde them empty pits, broken — — 
By 8 bruiſed 
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braiſed reeds that fail their expectatiens, therefore ſaid wiſe 
Solomon an experienced man, Pro. 23. 5, Wilt thow ſet thine 
eyes on that which is nothing ric hes certainly make themſelves 
wings,they fly away as an Eagle toward heaven. Worldly 
things often deceive us in our hope and expoctation, eſpecially 
when we have moſt need of them, and moſt truſt to them, 
they are lying vanities, Arridit munllus ut ſæ viat, blanditur 
ut fallat, ilicit ut occidat, extollit nt deprimat. The world 
ſmileth chat it may devour, flattereth tbat it may deceive, 
allureth that it may deſtroy, lifteth up (with conceic of 
what we have and are, that hen we ſee the emptineſſe of 
the creature, and our hopes fruſtrated) it ay throw us 
down With deſpair. FA 


Tubus we ſee the vanity of all worldly things, let me add 


further theſe two thinge. | hs, 

1, That oftentimes worldly things occafion many foul 
fins, by reaſon of our corruption, move men to do that which 
otherwiſe they would nor do, auri ſacra fames, the defire 
of gain, the love ot money makes many a man to griade the 
face of the poor, Amos. 8. 6. It is the root of alf evill ( ſaies the 
Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 5. 10.) which while ſomt have covered aft ex, 
they have erred from the faith, and preverd thiyſelves thorow 
with many ſorrows. The hope ot gain made Ziba to ſlander 
and accuſe his maſter Mephiboſbet, 2 Sam. 16. 3. The ſoul- 
diers to report a lie, viz. that Chrift was not tilen from the 
dead, but that his diſciples ſtote him away in the night, while 
they flept, Mat. 28. 12. The goedly Babiloniſh garment 
and wedge of gold did ſo dazle Achans eyes that he neglected 
his duty, covets and takes them to the hurt of all Ifrael, 
and undoing of himſelf and family, 24.7.1. to 25. Gebazs 
to run after Naman the Syrian with a lie in his mouth, 
1 Kis. 2 rj [das to ſell td betray his maſter, Mat. 26. The 
deſire of à crown, moved eAbimelech to murther 70. of his 
brethren, Tudg. . the Turkiſh practice in latter times. Gain 
made Delilah to betray her d wn husband into the hands of 
the unxircumeifed Philiftins, Iadg. 6. Balaam for prefer · 


ment wWüb- venture bis life, and cutfe the people dt God? 


Nuinb. 24. Doeg flatter Saul, though it coſt the life of never 
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ſo amy of the; Lords Pcicfts, 1 Sam. 22. Abſalom to get a 
Kingdome will ſtoale away the hearts of the people from 
their lawfull Soveraign, riſe up againſt, and labour to take 
away the life and Kingdom of his Lord and Father, 2 Sam. 15 
Filius ante diem patrios inquirit in annos. And the Son be fore 
his time to inquire how old his Father is, and ſo to comfort 
himſelfe in the hope. of his fathers approaching death, that 
he may have the inheritance. In a word, worldly wealth, 
pomps, pleaſures, and preferments, favour of men, &c. ſteal 
away the heart from God, take up much time that ſhould 
be ſpent in bettet things, make men cold, Ia ie, luggiſn, and 
quickly, weary,in religious, duties, and apt to forget God, 
See Deut. 6.10, 1 1, 12. and 8.7, to 15, do make men proud, 
high- minded, deſpiſers of others, forgetfull of themſelves, 
and adde fuell to their luſts, make us ready to fall into any (in, 
Many will ſwear, lie, cozen, deecive, profeſſa any Religion 
for-gaine, pleaſure, eaſe, liberty, preferment, or the like, or 
to {ave their goods, Iiberties, lives. Thus worldly things 
through our corruption, make men turn aſide after vain 
n cannot profit, nor deliver becauſe they are 
e | F 5 
And ſecondly, Hhey doe hereby occaſion the ſinners con- 
fuſion, ſhame, and ſorrow. 7 heir table becomoth their ſnare, 
and their proſperity, their raine, Pſal. 69. 22. The proſperity 
of fooles 4 ungedly mcn )/layeth. them, Prov. 1. 32. As all 
things work for good to tbem that love God, and are called ac. 
cording to hu purpoſe, Rom. 8. 28. ſo by the rule of contra- 
ries, all things (through the corruption of our natures): tends 
to the hurt, guilt and condemnation of them that are not cal · 
oy ad do net love God, alſo prize and prefer. Ghrift above 
all things. 1 138 1a 087 03 
Obj. But [cine will[ay, Are all earthly things as riches, how- 
ſes, lands, &c. vanity ? they are called Subſtance, Gen.13. 5. 
& 13,6. and are neceſſary, We cannot be without them, there- 
fore ſure this dodtrine of yours is not. ſound. 


: Fo org not mine but Solomons; yea the Hely Ghoſts, 

Berleſ. x. 2. 14,7, Fevity of varities, al yanity, yot it is 

coͤnfeſſed, that they are ia Scripture called ſubſtance, and 25 
| x neceſ- 
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neceſſary, viz. food, rai ment, land to till, and bear corn, 
graſſe, & c. and yet they are vanity,yea vanity of. vanity, that 
is, cxttcam vain end helpleſſe, to wit, in point of jaſtificati- 
on, ſanctification, true peace or happineſſ:, and can no more 
proſit the ſoul in point of comfort, bolines or happines, then a 
ſhadow, or painted food, fire or gat ment can prefit the ſou], 
neither are they abſolutely neceſſary for the body and cut- 
ward man, to {t.ppert naturall life, for it is poſſible for us to 
lire without money, cloaths, meat, or drinke, for ſo Moſes 
did fourty daies and fourty nights in the Mount, and our Sa- 
viour after him in the Wilderneſſe, though God do uſually 
ſupport. this life by ſuch out ward meanes, tut God never 
ſaves any ſoule that is of yearcs of diſcretion, withcut the 
Word, and Chriſt, and his rightecuſneſſe, As 4. 12. Nei- 
ther is there ſalvation in any eiter. lotn 3. 36. He that be- 
leeveth net the Senne ſrall not [ce life, but the wrath of God abi- 
de th os him, Jebn 8 24. ge beleeve not that I am be, ye Hall 
dis in your fins, Wberefere I beſeechycu ſæticuſſy conſider 
theſe thingy, and then take the good councell of our Savi- 
cur, John 6. 27. Labour wot for the meas Which periſteth, bus 
for that which endureib to everlaſting life. I bis is the fir{t 
Motive taken from the vanity of ell wol dly things, 
The ſecond Motive ſhall be taken Hexccllency e N Ch TY 
from the conſideration of the & neceſſity 5 os 
Firſt, the excellency of Chriſt, lows Chriſt is precious, 
1 Pet, 2.7, Apearlindeed, a rich treaſure, Mat. 13,44. 45. 
46. Chriſt is a precious peat], of very great worth, of more 
worth then all the world, ſo is the Goſpel of Chriit, and fo 
are all h:aycnly, things, as ſaving grace, mercy, pardon, j:1- 
ſtificatien, ſanRification, Gods tavour, heaven and cternall 
life, the things of Chrilt are ot very great worth, in con. pa- 
tably bett :x then all the riches and wealth of the world: cf 
infinite worth; one dram of ſaving grace is better and ofmote 
worth and uſe, then a Million of gold, all worldly things 
are but as pebbles to tbeſe, rubbiſf, droſſa, dung in compari- 
ſon of Chriſt, or any of his ſaving, gites, and ſpeciall favsurs. 
ĨV!bere is as much and more difference bet wixt the world 
and earthiy things, and Chriſt and heavenly things, as be- 
5 | I 3 twixt. 
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twixt a painted anda recall fire, or apparcl to heal and warm 
the body, as between painted daintics and reall food, re- 
ceived to nouriſh, refreſn, and ſtrengthen the body, and 
ſuſtain naturall life. I | 

Let us hear and conſider well, what the holy Scriptures 
ſay of Chriſt, and the things of Chriſt, ſetting out his excel- 
lency to draw and heal our aff:ctions with the love and long- 


ing after him. 


The excellency of Chriſt appeares in divers reſpects. 

1. In reſpedt of his perſon, nature, and naturall properties, and 
ſo he is co- eſſentiall, eo · equall and co- eternall with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt, The great God, Tit. 2. 13. God over 
all blefſed for ever, Rom. 5. 9. The bleſſed one. 

Alſo he it almighty, infinite in power, and all ſuffieient, 
and ſo able to doe for his people excceding abundantly above 
all that we arc able to ask or think, in reſpect of prote- 
ction, provifion, and all other good things both for foul and 
body, In bim dWelleth the ſulneſſe of the Godhead bodily, Col. 
2. 9. In him are hid all the treaſures of wiſedome and kyoW- 
ledge, v. 3. A fulneſſe of all graces, that of hiv falneſs Wee 
might al receive even grace for grace. '' | wm 

He is ommiſtient and moſ} wiſe, his underſtanding is infi- 
nite, P/al. 147, 5. The onely wiſe God, 1 Tim. I, 17. aboun* 
dantly able to manage all the affaires of his Church and peo- 
ple, to deliver his choſen, provide for us, to ſupport and 
comfort in time of trouble, and make all things, even cun- 
trary things turn for the good of his Church, and every 1i- 
ving member of it, though we know not how ; there are 
many troubles in the world, but Chriſt is wiſe enough to 


order all for the good of believers, to ſapport and comfort 


them in them, and deliver them out of them in due time, 
therefore we may confidently caft all our *burthens and care 


on bim, who careth for us, x Pet. 5. 7. 


Alſo be & true, faithful, juſt and righteous to make good 
all his promiſes to his people to the uttermoſt, and to re- 


ward them according to his promiſe, and to puniſb, ſubdue 
and deſtroy kisand th i op >ſubgae, 
He #-holy, infinitely, and perfectly holy, and fo is able to 


eir enemies, 2 Cor. 1. 20, 


ſancti- 


Ow 2 
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fanRifie all them that draw neer unto him, and ſeck holineſs 
of him, and to cleanſe from all ſin, 1 John 1. 7. there fore 
called the Holy one of Ged, Marke 1. 24. . 

He is exceeding good, goodneſſe it elan good, only good, 
good in himſelfe, and good to all his faithfull ones in à ſpe» 
ciall manner, Pſal. 73. 1. TY 

He is mercifull, full of mercy, and all his waies towards 
his people, are waies of mercy and truth. Pſal. 25. 10. Af 
the patbes of the Lord are mercy and truth, unto ſuch as keep hu 
covenant, and his Teftimonies ;belide pardoning mgrey, there 
is alſo preventing mercy to keep oft evils, ſupporting mercy, 
to ſtrengthen and comfort in evills, and ſanctifying mercy 
to turn all for the good of his people, even thoſe pathes 
that are full of troubles, miſery and forrow, are through the 
tender mercy and faithfulneſs of God, ordered for the ſpi- 
rituall good of his elect, ac:ording to his promiſe, Row.8.28, 
Beloved, you may (ſome of you at leaſt) live to ſee the day 
in which you may ſee and ſay, warre was a mercy, and trou- 
bles a bleſſing, and that periiemus uiſi periiſſemus, we had 
periſhed, if we had not periihed. Theſe wayes that bring 
deſolation, are but waies that through the omnipotent wiſe- 
dome and goodneſs cf God, lead to his glory, and his peo- 
ples good, eſpecially to their eternall good: yet may we not 
therefore deſire warres, famine, or other grievous judge- 
ments, nor foment them; if at any time, by any Jazyfull 


meanes they may be prevented, but labour to make ſancti- 


fied uſe of them, When the juſt, and wiſe God is plezſed to 
fend them, and patiently bear them. 1 

In a word, he is beantifall and lovely, full of divine excellen- 
cies and tranſcendent perfections, which make him moſt 
lovely and deſirable, He a the chief ſt of ten thouſ⸗ and, Cant. 5. 
10, much better (more glorious) then rhe Angels, Heb. 1. 4. 
The brightneſſe of the fathers glory, Heb. 1. 2. altogether love- 
ty, Cant. y. 10. to 17. Thus you ſce how excellent Ieſus 
Chriſt is, He is co- eſſentiall, co. eternall, and co- equal with 


the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, almighty, and all- ſufficient, 
omniſcient, and moſt wiſe, true and faithfall, moſt holy, ex - 
ceeding good, abundant in mercy and compaſſion, and _ 
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gether lovely and deſirable, the moſt amiable object that ever 
the eye of mans underſtanding did or poſſibly can behold, or 
enjoy. 6 

— Further, the excellency of Jeſus Chriſt appears by his 
offices and relations. 5 

He is the Creatour and maker of heaven and earth, and of 
all things and perſons, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt : 
he made all of nothing in fix dates, Joh. 1, 3. Col. 1. 16. By 
him were all things created, &. His office as creatour is to 
preſerve, ſaſtain and aphold all things: by him all things 
conſiſt. Col. 1.16 g 

He # als a Saviour, the Saviour not of mens bodies and 
eſtates only, but of ſoul and body from fin, hell and eternall 
death, Mat. 1. 21. He Gal ſave bu people from their fins, 
So Luk. 2.1 1. Tit. 2. 13. | : 

He # the Redeemer that redegans our ſouls from ſpirituall 
and eternall evils, dominion of fin, ſlavery to Satan, hell, &c, 
7b. 19.25. Eph. i. 7. and his Office is to redeem his people 
from all ſpiricuall enemies and evils, to ſerve him in righteouſ- 
neſſe and true holinefle, Luk. 1.74.75. | 

He # the Head of the Church, Eph. 2.22, Cod hath given 
bins to be headover all —_ te the Churb, and his office 
as an head, is to give ſpirituall life, motion, and direction to 
every true beleever and member of his body myſticall. Ad. 
17.28. | 

7. is an busbazd, and beleevers are his ſpeuſe and Bride, 
Eph. 5. 23. Rev. 21. and his Office is to love, cheriſh, 
protect and honour his ſpouſe, kis Church, and every faithfll 


_ foul, 


He ia father, the heavenly father, the father of our ſouls, 
and of our bodies alſo in ſome ſenſe, more truly then our na- 
turall parents are, for they are but inſtruments, he ( as 
God) is the Authour, 1/a.9,6, and his part is to care tor, 
Dourith, bring up his choſen, till they be come to perfect ages 
and then to deltow on them the everlaſtiog inheritance in 


Heaven, Mat. 25.34. 


He is the Mediatour, to reconcile God and man, 1 Tim. 


2.5. and therefore is called, The prince of peace, our peace, 


and. 


; Alſo Geſpel duty and dignity. 


the peace. maker, Iſa. 9.6. and Ephiz.14. 


He u a Prephet, to teach his people the true way to ever- 
Aaſting life, Mat. 21. 1 1. 4.3.22. In him are bid all the 
treaſures of Wiſdome and knowledge, Col. 2. 19. & 30 3. 
And he teacheth inwardly, powerfully, effectually, and ſaving- 
ly, ſo that all that are taught by him, know God in Chriſt 
ſavingly. e e ed 1 71 WEI 

- Hey @ Pricft, who by once offeting himſelf for hisele&, 
did purchaſe for them eternal] redemption, righteouſneſſe and 
life eternall, by bis perfect obedience, ſuffering, death and 
bloud-ſhed, one dram of which is more worth then all the 
wealth, bloud; and lives of all the men and ereatureg+in-the 
world, and doth make contingall: intercefiien: for them 
Hab. 5. 9. & 7. 5, & 9. 26. an able advocate, and à righte- 
ous one, able to prevail with God, mercifull and faithfull 
in all things, full of compaſſion to us, and moſt free-hear- 
ted, doth all for nothing, for all that come to God by 


* 


\ 


him, 7 . 339 
.  Alſoihe4 4 Zyrd, the Lord and Kirig of the Church, 1 Cor. 
8.6. Col.3-24. Luk, 23,3. ;4 King. of Kings, anda Lord of 
Lords, 1 Tim. 6. 15, and his Office as King of the Church, 
is to gather and govern his elect and chofen, inwardly by bis 
ſpirit and grace, outwardly. by his word and offices; and 
Church giſcipline; alſo tobridle and in the end ſubdue all his 
and theit enemies, He as God is the ſapream ſoveraign Lord 
over all creatures in heaven and in earth, Eph. 1. 20, 21, 22. 
all things are put under his feet, all things and all perſons, 
great and ſmall, men and Devils alſo, He:hath the deſpoſing 
of all chings in heaven and earth, and all are at his command, 
nd. zre ordered hy him, for the good: of his:Church and 
ch n. N. F &, CAE ; G ict / bs 
Ohl therefore get intereſt in Chriſt, ſeek to him, he will 
preſerve, protect and ſaye all them that are his and ſeek to 
him, and commit all your affairs to his ditectiom and bleſſing. 
Thus you [eq the cxcalleacy of Chriſt allo, in teſpect of his 
and relations, here are admirable things, Oh how ſnould 


che ſoul be raviſhed with deſire to be only bis and enjoy him as 
| = k 11 711 31 K 4 1 d6F7 _ Chrifts 
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3. Chriſts excelleney further appears by the many and 
e that: ibe ſaithfull man doth receive by tum, 

1. = are elected in Chriſt; to eternall life, Eph. 1. 3, 
a piecieua mercy. % Cid i”; 

2, Redermed and ſaved by him fxom fin, hell and eternall 
death, Eph.1.7. a precious benefit whereby we bondſlaves 
to ſin and Satan, are freed from Satan, ſin and hell, and 
are made Chriſts freemen. 22 0 

3. Caled to grace and ſalvation by him, Rem.. 6. à pre- 
cious and ſingular mercy. 7 08 9. 

4. 7 uſtifird by his perfect righteoulneſſe, Rem. 5. 8.9.17, 


18. Gab2, . 2 wonderfull benefit. 


5. Sandtiſted and cleanſed from ſin and filtli neſſo by his 
blond, Heb. 9. 14. 1 Job. 1.7. no ſmall merey. 

6. Have al their fins pardowedupon their repentance and 
faith in Chriſt, for his merit and mediation. Eyb. 1. 7. 4 moſt 
precious Mercy. . TSS. em. 

7. Spirituall life by faith in him, who were dend in fins 
and treſpaſſes. Job. 5. 40. & 10.38; & 3. 320 + 

L. — to be the ſons of God and children of the moſt 
high, and ſo heirs of eternall life, Job. 1. 1 1. Gal. 3. 26. a pre. 
cious and free act of Gods wonderfull love. 1 

9. Aud have a ſiving grace ftom him, and all ſpiritual? 
gitts and bleſſings, Jeb. 116. and cretnall life hereafter, an 
meſtimable benefit. . a * 


* 2110. 


And ſo he makes all choſe truly and everlaſtingly happy 


that have him to be choirs in covebant, and do faithfully and 
ſincerely ſerve his bighnefſe, for Chriſt himſelf aud ail the 
things of Chriſt are theirs, as the Word, Sicraments, Ordi- 
nances, Miniſters, & e. 1 Cor. 3. 22.23. Al are yours, wle. 
ther Paul, or Apollos, or Cepbas or the world or lit or death, 
on things preſtut, or — te colo, ali are youre, and ye are 
ctriſi, ci Gel,, His peer wüldome, goodneſſes 
authority, mercy, gifts, gracet, merits, righteoulneſſe; c. 
to juſtify them, ianctife them, proteẽt tem, provide for 
them, govern them, direct them, and in the end to beſtow 


on them. heaven it ſelf, and life eternal. n 
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the husband hath is the wives, riches, honour, greatneſſe, 
though ſhe was never ſo poor and mean before, yet by mar- 
riage ſhe hath an intereſt in all;fo have beleevets in Chriſt, and 
as the oil that was poured on A head deſcended from 
the crown of his head to the skirts of his garxment, P/. 133.2. 
So all the honour, grace, gifts and fulnefle that Was pour- 
ed on Jeſus Chrilt che head runs down on every true belee- 
ver according to bis capacity of receiving till his veſſel be full, 
and every one hath with him fulues of joy and pleaſures, for 
evermore, P/a. 16. 11. aa tied 
All that Chriffidid, ſuffered, (purchaſed and received, was 
for the ſpirituall and everlaſting good of all that truly belceve 
in him, and are his by a mutuall, cordiall, ſincere cloſing with 
him in coven ente. | | ad 
Now labour to conſider theſe things with a beleeving ap- 
Plicacory faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and ſurely the heart will ſlieght 
and count all things but lofſe and dung in compariſon of 
Chriſt, and will willingly ſuffer the loſſe of all things, and part 
with all to gain Chriſt, it called to it. enn 
4. The excellency of Chriſt appears further, if we apply Chriſt 
and the things of Chriſt,toall the particular caſesfore-mentio- 
ned, wherein we found the world and all ſublunary things, im- 
potent, empty, and unable to ſatisfy or do us any good, Chriſt 
can fully ſatisty in all theſe particulars, F.. 145. 19. He will 
fulfill the deſires of them that fear him, Job. 4. 13, 14. Wheſs> 
ever ſball drink of the water that I ſhall give bim (that is, 
whoſoever ſhall be made made partakers of the laving and 
ever living graces that are in Chriſt,ſhall have his ſoul ſo affe- 
Red and retreſhed with thoſe ſpirituall good things, that he) 
foall never thirſt, but the water that 1 ſhall give, ſhall, be in 
him a well of water ſpringing up unto ever laffing life. 
As 1. Earthly things cannot ſatisfy the minds, but Chriſt 
with his guifts and ſaving graces can abundantly fatisfy all 
eur deſires, for there is a fulnefle in him, and he is alſufficient 
P. 17. 15. when I awaks after thy likzneſſe, I fall be ſatis- 
fied, ſaid David, ſpeaking of the day of reſurrection, So F,. 
16, /u thy right hand is fulneſſe, & ce. Job.14.8, ſhew us the 
Father, aud it ſafficerh,ſaid Philip to Chriſt. | 
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2. Worldly things cannot help and caſe a tronbled Conſese 


Phil,4 6. The peace of God which paſſerh all ander ſt au- 


£ 


ding. x 


Mat. 1. 21, ſo that whoſoever belerverth in him, ball nor pe- 
riſh but have everlaſting lig, Joh. 3.16. , 

4. Sablunary things cannot work or procure any ſanctify- 
ing grace or ſaving gift, but Jeſus Chriſt gives ſalvation, faick, 
repentance, and all ſaving graces and gifts to all his elect. 
Job, 1.1 6. of his fulnes we all receive grace for grace, and he 
makes all true beleevers truly wiſe, valiint, magnanimous, 
zealous; G . 11 0 5 a 
J. Earthly things cannot remove preſent nor prevent fu- 
ture evils, dileaſes, afflictions, judgements of God on the 
or on the minde, as phrenſies, madneſſe, c. but Jeſus Chriſt 
by his word and grace, teacheth and enableth all his co make 
a ſpirituall uſe of all afflictiens and ſufferings to their greater 
good and comfort; and. gives them a ſound minde if not alſo 
2 ſound body, and frees from naturall and accidentall defects, 
as they are a curſe, and from ſpirituall and eternall death, and 

6. Rarthly things cannot prevent death, but righteouſneſſe 
delivereth from death, temporall fo far as it is a curſe, a pu- 
piſhment of ſin, and inlet to hell ( theugh it remain as a means 
to put off mortality, the body of ſin, and a paſſage to let the 
ſoul out of this world to enter into heaven) and from eternall 
death, He that beleeveth in Chriſt ſhall not ſee death, but 
ſhall have everlaſting life, Jon. 1 1. 25. 26. yea though he were 
dead (deprived of naturall life) yet fhall he 2 vix. 
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ſpiritually, eternally, and gloriouſly in heaven. 

7. Worldly things rannot afford any true comfort when a 
man cometh to die, but faith in Ieſus Chriſt, and ſaving grace 
will inable a man to welcome death and rejoyce at it, be- 
cauſe the time of his redemption draweth nigh, when he ſhall 
be perfectly freed from ſin, and be, and live with God and 
Ieſus Chriſt for evermore, Act. 21, 13. Pil. 1.21, 23. where 
he ſhall have better friends, better riches, houſes, goods and 


comforts of all forts, or that which is in ſtead of all and bet- 


ter then all, or any the world can afford. 

. 8, Earthly things cannot free from the wrath to come, but Ie- 
ſus Chriſt treeth all his from the curſe, himſelf being made 
4 curſe for us, Gal. 3. 13. So that there #4 no condemnation to 
them that are in Chriſ} Jeſus, who Walke not after the fleſh,but 
after the Spirit, Rom. 8. 1. | 

9. Worlaly things many times become ſnares and occaſions of 


ſn through the Devils temptations, and own corrupt ions, 


but grace teacheth and inableth to make a ſanctified uſe and 
ſpirituall advantage, not only of outward and worldly good 
things, but al ſo of loſſes, croſſes, troubles, afflictions, and ſuf- 
ferings of all ſorts, to keep our deſires within their bounds 
and limits, to reſtrain all ſinfull and incrdinate luſts, and un- 
righteous waics and practiſee. : 


All the things ef this life are unſtable, tranſitory,periſhing,. 


but. Jeſus Chriſt, Gods love and tavour, faith, and all ſaving 
graces, heaven and the life to come, are all durable and laſting, 
yea everlaſting, 2 Cor. 4 18. The things of thu world are 
falſe and deceiifull, ſeem to promiſe great matters, happines, 
peace, comfort, but utterly deceive them that truſt in them, 
but Teſus Chriſt and all ſpirituall and heavenly things are 
reall, and more then they ſeem to be, or then we can appre- 
hend of them here. There is more in the love of God, and 
the favour of God, then we are able to comprhend, and its 
a greater mercy to have (in pardoned, to be a fon of God, 
Cc. then we can conceive, therefore they are ſet down not 
poſitively, but by way of queſtion and admiration, P/al,31. 
19. Oh how great is thy goodneſs Which thow haſt laid up far 
them that fear thee, which thou haſt wrought for them that truſ 
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in thee ! 1 Cor. 2, 9. Eye hathnot ſeen, nor ear beard, nei» 
ther have entred into the heart of mau, the things which God hath 
repared for them that love him, Oh that therefore you would 
be wiſe, and not ſuffer your hearts to be intangled with the 


things of this life, the world or any worldly things, but la- 


bour to get intereſt, and to be made partakers of Ieſus Chriſt, 
and. his faving graces and gifts, Gods favour , pardon of ſin, 
fav ing faith, juſtification, ſanRification, &c. This is the 
font th in which tho excellency of Chriſt, and the things of 
Chrift appeares. | 

5. T he excellency of Ieſus Chriſt and the things of (hriſt- ap- 
prars in the reality of them ; They are true, reall, ſubſtantial! , 
ſolid things, carthly joy and comfort are but ſhidowes in 
compariſon of them, Worldly mirth is but a flaſb, a little 
pigling in the face, and tickling of the lungs, like the crack- 
ling of thornes under a pot, that make a great noiſe and blaze 
for a little time, but yeeld no durable, ſolid heat; but true 
ſpirituall joy is an inward, ſound, ſubſtantia), and laſting joy, 
ſuch as no worldly troubles can quench or put out, where- 
as every little thing marres all worldly comforts and con- 
tents for the time, a loſſe, a croſle, a trouble, a diſeaſe, a ſoure 


word a frown ſometimes : but Chriſt and heaven &c. are 


ſubſtantiall things, an induring ſubſtance, gel The vnaptu » 
Movcuy. Heb. 10 34. i 

- Sixthly, ( bhriſ and the things of Chriſt, are moſt excellent in 
reel of their flability, Prov.8.18. Riches and honour are with 


it pca, durable riches and honour, an indurin e Heb. 


10. 34. Things that periſh not, Toh. 6. 27. T hingrthat are e- 
ternal, 2 Cor.q. 17, 18. The things which are ſeen are tempo- 


Yall, viz, riches, honeurs, houſes, 8c. but the things which are 


wot ſeen, (Chriſt, grace, holineſſe, Gods favour, heaven, &c.) 
are eternal, Gods love 14 an everlaſting love, Ier.3 1. 3. Ie. 
ſus Chrift the ſame, yeſterday, and to day, and for ever, Heb. 1 3. 


8. Divine truths and promiſes are æternæ veritaty, indure for 


ever, Iſai. 40. 8. The life to come is an everlaſting life, Toh. 
3. IG. eternal life. v. 36. Heaven is an inheritance incorrupti- 


ble, undefiled, that fadeth not away, 1 Pet. 1.4. The glory to 


come is (not only a weight of glory, ) but an eternal weight of 
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— 


— 
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glory, 2 (or, 4. 17. spititvoll joy is aneverlafing joy, Ifai.35, - 


10. Salvation, is an ever{afting. /alvation; Iſai. 45. 17. 


Seventhly, 7 he cxcellency of [piritnall things is alſo in the pw» 


, rity and miæture of ibem, eſpecialij ws heaven, Here allearthly 
comferts are mixt with iim and forrow, yea ſpit ituall com- 


forts and rejoycing are not without ſome mixture of ſin and 


ſorrow; becauſe of our imperfeRians, wants, troubles, aſfli- 


ions, &c, here none injoy any pure comforts without 8+ 
ny mixture of ſin and ſorrow, not but that ſpirituall com- 
forts and good things in themſelves are pure, but becauſe of 
our imperfections, much unbelief, and the like, but the ſpi- 
rituall things in heaven are all pure, and unmixt, we being 


then free from all fin, both originall and actuall, and from 


being ſo much as ſub j ect to fin, or temptation: No unbelief 
or want in any grace in heaven, no cares, loſſess eroſſes, trou - 
ble, ſorrow, or any thing that may in any kind or degree, af- 
flict, but we ſhall inioy the pure ſtream of comforts, and eve: 
ry thing the more pute it is, tbe mote ( ellent in: its Kind, 


as Silver. Gold, & c. As thewickad in hell ſhall have jag: 


ment without mercy, Ian 2. Au gal drinks. of the Wrath of 


| God, which is poured out withowt mixture, into the cup of bis iu 


pwuation, Revel. 14. 10. That is, pure wrath, nothing but 
pain, ſhame, ſorrow, miſcry. without tha 1caſt . thixture . of 


mercy;eaſcarcomfoct ; ſo the faithful in heaven ſhall have 


pute comforts; plkeaſarcs, and delights wittout:any: mixturo 
of diſcomfort; or gricf'of any kinde; And :f/e, On then Sirs, 
Labour to get intereſt in Ieſus Chriſt, and labour to be made 
partakers of him, and fo ſet your hearts on bim, and the things 
of Chriſtyas tobe; willing to part witball, and tada er ſuſ 
fer any thing fur his ſako Thus of tha excelleney of Chrid 
and heavenly tbings. 061% Tone fis 

Secondly, T he neceſſity having Criſt appeares in this, that 


we cannot poſſibly be happy without Chriſt or any of his 


ſanctiſying graces, or 22 Nin geſia Chrift that i 
the high poſſeſſar and di 8 


eier preſerveth and 


ſuſtainetk all things as God, and: thut: uſeth all theſe fur the 
good of his cle& as he is Mediatour. It is he that is the 
Head ofthe Charch, hence comethall ſpirituall life, mo- 


** 
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tion and direction; He is the Redeemer, Juſtificr, Sanctiſi- 
er, Saviour, the Treaſury and diſpenſer ot all divine graces 
and gifts, the author and giver of them to them, and only to 
them that have intereſt in him by a living faith, 48.4 12. 
There is no ſalvation in any other, for there is no other name un- 
der heaven given among men, (that is, way or meanes) Where | 
we muſt be ſaved, Toh. 3. 36, Ne that belreveth on the Son hath 5 
everlaſting life, & be tbat believeth not theSon ſbal not ſee liſe, but 
the Wrath of God abideth on him, Mark 16. 16. He that beleeveth 
Rall be ſaved, and he that beleeveth not ( viz, in Ieſus Chriſt ) 
hall be damned, As a poor woman, when (he is married to a 
great, rich and honourable perſon hath an intereſt in his per- 
ſon, and by him in all his henour and wealth, but without 
him ne intereſt in any thing of bis, ſo: when a poor ſoul 
comes to be truly united to Ieſus Chriſt and have intereſt in 
his perſon, Chriſt and all the things of Chriſts are his, and for 
his honour, good, comfort, and happineſſe. Lu! 
s that without Chriſt a poor ſinner is moſt miſerable, for 
if without Chriſt, then no pardon ot ſins, no true peace with 
God, nor conſcience, no joy in the Holy Ghoſt,no true ſpiri- 
tuall wiſdom, no zcal for God, no true love of God, nor faith 
in God, nor fear of God, no comfort, no redemption from 
im, nor hell, nor right to lite, no hops of heaven and eternall 
tuppineſs, nothing but finand-guilt here ( that is properly: 
ours; being out of Chriſt) and ſorrow, ſnhame and miſery, for 
ever after this life, in hell with the Divell-{and his Angels 
and tho damned ſoules, where the fire never goes out, and 
the worme never dieth, where there is as Auguſtine ſaid tru- 
4. E gprituua fine valetudiue, &. c. ſickneſſe Without health, 
ame without any hanour, trouble without peaca, ſorrow: 
and grief without comfort, pain without eaſe, Ge. yea 
the moſt intollerable ſuffering and tot ments without the 
leaſt inter miſſion, or mitigation, or end. which for the 
dreadfulneſſe ot is called. ira, and fot the perpetuity of it e- 
verlaſting fire, Nat. a5. 4 r. 4nd evarlatting puwſpment; u. 4. 
fo that 9 as there be ſtarres in 
the Firmament, or ſands on the Sea · ſnore, ar drops of wa- 
ter. in the Sea, or graſſe on thy eerth, they ſhall be as far f 


an 


4 Cis 


— 
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m eng gf thejr. mi ben it rl. 3 
au of ternal SR I ende 1:10 ab 
eratore brethiren maße out for Chriſt while you! live 
e, he is the heavenly - Father, and here. hall a po 
ul ;unkoſome . himſelf. in bis kraubles, but in his lap? 
is the Saviour, and wbirher ſhould poor.burthen-lofk 
hone goforen and mexey but to iel Ghrift S E i dh 
Prince of peace, and whether vin a pot ttoubled u un d 
copſciepce ſeck for enſe and cure, but from, him bg resllath 
and lovin lovingly inviteth all ſuch to come unto! him :with:þrs:: * 
miſe of and comfort?. Aa. 1 1.48 hither ſhbuld & 
pong ee n Chriſt, Who R We 
givelin? Whetho ſhould a ſin c ſoni ful. of iſtanpert 
and diſcaſcs go, but to Igſus Chriſd ib e god Samifithr;0d 
good Phyſician which, hath. the Gving. bam of. 
Whether. ſhould the bungry and. 3birfty ſoukgoo hut to I 
ſus Chriſt, who only is the true bicaq; and n,i-,if. Ni ric: 
2 the ſonle with good things;.and. faiths: if av 
a thirf, let bins. cope wnto ine and drinks of cthe — 
freely, Rev. 22. Aud whither ſhould a poor ſoul giv 
made __ but GC Rn worry te 
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ſubdue our corru ae Hike ets, 
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led te it, td door ſuſer | ary'thi erb . 
for him, even father tnotherjbrethren;(fters;hnsba 
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childron, houſes, lands;honoars,” und al 6 ict this? Jen 
life it ſelfe: bid tho priſon; the Rake, and death welcome; and 


— — heny, (9 that they would deny * 
to 
the nue thovgh but in party! aach dee it, imbraced che 
om. kiffingit,crying our Welcomedeath, Neeb Cl, 
onribas Ch. And: fore with Pau! Phil. 1. 231 * 
2 Teneto lives: bret, aud ton 5s Je, Tann 7 
WER ED — FOE 2 
the Prophicts: t 
. ee 


cforments, eale, -libertic & c. have Been 


de aer, we? 


ep thin; 
EE 8 


EO rep 


. , . 1 

with Clrif, they. hall be plevified wit 
andthey that deny him, 3 5 1 
chis ight:affiition able hd burfor 4 meme, wei 2 . 
efat morecicerdiy uud uur mugler of glory, 1 5 
That they are bieſſed and till befor e ver 0 85 
Cheiſt,tholigh they ſuffer the lofſe of all and 

Py for — _ faid ;' 5 77 In, 12 
A are yee: wen ſballrewile e 

ſell Sag a — of n . 

jayca.and brexere rent 2 e 7 \ 
And the — FRE * 40 12, 13,74. Take, 
it not frame concern y il. as if forte fra — 
bad happenad wnro g, vyce, in . mach as ye 4 25 
of Chrifts /uffering3, lat when' bis glory g be rule. 
may lege alſo with 2 e "If ye bb pre 2 5 74 
1 yore the Spirit f Glory,” 


eth ados ee fer n 4 our. — 
yrs Penn wr” 14 ps other mant 


indiits' 
induts. 


a yet if wy ear offer deck Ola, er biew vr bs qffien . 
but let hin riß: Gad on this e 2143 Gil 9 63 Cf) 


New I eſeechiyoa; dear Ckrntians, lay al this ha 
which bath — ſaid of the Vanity of the World, 
werldly things, and of the e ency and nece 5 5 
and then fay Pee, if th peereſt and oma 

;ropronctied, defpiſec 55 e warl 5 
. e 4 ' Db: \ 4 


— The poor rent C i ror wil 1700 11. 
fer . 4 
and all outward comforts, and indare reproaches, "od | 
loſs,and ſufferings of ali ſorts that ti malice of 
RIO having Chriſt, ou ſure er in his be. 


—— 


See. l eden euen — 2 beir nch 
ow -and afflificd condition. Hbereas an \the\comrary" the 


ons aeming.Qhriſtiangthevgh he have all the ef. 
World: can afford him, 
— — arc in the Lord Jeſus, he ia truly 4 — 


ET {hall be fot. ever miſerable : for without 
2 Pardpn otſin, no. ſavintz grace, no faith, no true 


Freese be d gs be bir of iy 
Jyycl A f A te M daies, he m t 9 0 
977 ide we alth, bonours, tareur, and. comforts of this 
Ward, 2 endute the pain of the damned in hell, which is 
90 44 exen without any tho leaſt hop: of end or mitiga · 
HEE notable. inſtance of this in Dives and "Laxcarms, 
16) 588 3 A4. The rich man wu clothedin pm pie u 
Ded [um tuonſly. every dap. und "WAA 
= named Lazarus, Which Was. laid at a. pate ful 
1 55 5 75 10 be fed with rhe crnmbes that fal from the 
dere probably, cou¹d-not obtain fo much 
ad. Fes Chuprgion to dreſſa nd cure bis 
chedde g. ; (bo Ming . more chrritable 
iclauſter ) came andiiched lis ſerei, v9, 20,21. 
W.. he one ih Mie beight of worldly: proſpe- 
foe ew Le but mark-the end of 
burying his 


corn Lr died, and though: 
<4, biz ſoul. was immediate iy 
xithengels into eber and gl comtimi- 

pie ang laitlifull, who walk, in - ſteps of. the 

IEICE 0h Abratom, v. 22. The rich mn diea 
7 iet. buried, but his ſoul, went immedua 

i 15 el. Rehe it. was io torments, without Bopb ofr 
ID 7 or mitigation, v. 23, 22. dre 
fora poor ſouls make eur for Jeius Chriſt, get ſuro 
* an Athen having Chriſt, you are and ſhall have 
with bi all things thar may make you truly happy. here, and 
— "fully and ag th happy with him bercalter in; 
etvVeti. 
a WY . half 1 he. be made parcaker of jeu 
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fe cel d and dignity,” 8 


5. Fhatrwe may be nde ſavingly partakers of Jeſus Chtiſt, 
—— — ban —— it 1 { 3VER 
, Agtend ba che, of God, | TheimivRery ofthe whed 
is tho ipſhiumepti whereby ths ipirſt oh God diſeover the 
emptineſſe and vanity. of the creatures our miſery by ſin; the 
means ef recovery; the worth, precioutneſſe and excellency 
and neceſſity of Chriſt, and how we may be made partaleta 
x himgihnd his aliufſcient iaving ment. and in and by which 
FO erden be n Fe r ee 
meth into.the- foul, ami-makts ovorihimicifio betgevers; The 
ward is yehicalaw Spiritus the chariot wheteip Jefus Chriſt 
rideth ꝛtiamplantly with the Saints; conquering and to con- 
ien their rtbellious luſts, in the Sints underſtaauiing. 
Will, affections, and what oe ver exalteth lit ſelf againſt him, 
RG 2, & 3. 2p. . By the word be oprneth our -blinde cycsi 
toſee our ſintullueſſe, miſery and need ot Chriſt, and the worth 
ang excellency of him, the preciouſnęffe of grace, and of hea- 
realy. things, It openet h the bent. t deſite Chriſt above all 
thiggs, and works ia vir g faith to receiue uad apply him. N.: 
19%, e.. 10% hm Lair to Rufg i,ůjufονν 

HER briſt aod beg him af the Fathers; in: humble ſell- 
deny ing prayer, Humbly pray the father to eosble you: to ſee. 
your kntubndfc,miſeryloſk candition.by naturr, he worth and 
need ye have af Cb titt, andanhenxt ECE bim cunfainedly 
ang abaveallthingsdo the ird, pray that H WU ¹,G | 
Tely ri on thee, ind tin cbeawanld: bow! thyheart to teceive 
Jeſus Chriſt, andyprefer h m above fall. Thugs, though 
ic be wich the loſfe at all-things, iſceing be is ine mparabiy. 
— mad more — a marie — — : 
then any other t hir | :peceſlany't0 tehviation, - 
who-canand will give all t ings nerdłull bocht for: this pre- 
ſeptelife, and that which is to come, Remember the promile, 
Mat. 7.7. Atbend havo, ſcek and finde, & e. nd let this encdu · 
rage all tha t Jcſire.Chriſt,robeg him of the Father. 


3. Labowy and ſeelebelpfrom Godzpa-heleeveron the Lad 
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Jelus Chriſt, the only way.to receive him, eh 1 Ta, 


many 4s received him, to them he gate pomet (that is the rigat 


or priviledge ) to become the ſons of God, even ta them that. 
& S.. 


3 beleeve 
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nnn: reprivethe Lori — 
herein in his => and ane ere 


e nn ho ns el 2 ba 


of Q che chat nlfoof W ind e em, 
„at Low hall know whether I baye parted wick all 
for Civil, and have a faving intereſt in lim? d bf 4 
220 Baſilpand briefly Thus, 15 Cd haer de cenlighttted 
ä —y—L— re [vanity und en 
ob all worldfy che falnefl:jexccllency and neee 
'of Jelut Chri 74 hs — count all things, 
even life it felf;but loffeand dung for Chriſt, and art reſol 
to part witk all or whatſoever ſhall ſtand in ae 
tirton wick kim, und kinder: thee in thy love and ſerviee to 
hint, and t ufaithfallfollower of the Lord Jeſus, and xoft 
ſincerely endeavour to obey him in all things, whatſoever thou 
ſuffer for it, doſt heartily love che brethren, all that are in 
thy eſteem truly godly, for that reaſon becauſe they are god 
ly: diſciples aud members of Chriſt, then farely thou haſt 
already in thy 1 — parted wich all for Chriſt, and kuſt 
a ſaving inredeſt in tim, and rhis may be a matter of Gngulac 
comtort to thee. 
This is the way to get intereſt in Chriſt, and theſe ave tho 


 direRiontT have for the preſents the Lord make thes diligent 


inufing chem, and malie them effeRtuall co the ſaving —— 4 
ſoul, and then be the times never ſo had, and though foul 
. TTT 
t tu o. iv 
andlall fail and x miſerable confalion foliow, as aim har 
elie inthe eye dfeiſon canjbe expectei. if Princes goon foot 
and fervancs ride wn horie · back and rules yet it (hill: go well 


| and chricę happy thallir be wichhim- that with Afany hack 


made the bettet choice, Jelas Chriſt to be his, and doth fins 
cerely endeavouttolive aoſwerablyzwhich (hail be the hearty 


ptayet, of kim who ſpentiomethogghtgon, this ſabfect, for 


thine and tis coudtrics good Pſaca.12y Bleſſed) are d 
t hat eraſt in lim, Jchn 13.27. if joe eee —4 
8. are by if you do them. FI 

| 1 71 §. 
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Chriſtian Reader, 


[ Think fit to let tles wnderfand, that there are divers peeces 


of this aut boar in print, Which are very ſound and profimable 
Which have been defired and received With much approbation, 


| becauſe probably it may be thou wilt deftre other, at leaſt ſome 


of them alſo, and I dare 2 thee that if thou reads them, 
and With deſire to profit thine one ᷣul, then Wilt have no cauſe 
to repent of the reading or baying of any of them, Which are 
theſe. | 

1. The Churches troubles and deliverance : on Gen. 22, 1 4. 


" Which 1 know by experience was 4 great ſupport to many 


( Sriftians in divers countries, who have had and read the 
ſame printed, 1632. | 

3. The Nationall Covenant, on D s u r. 29.9. which doth 
excellently preſſe, and may much help all that reade it, to 


heep all vows, covenants, and promiſes with God both pub 


like, private, nationall, perſonal, ſacramentall, &c. 

3 1 view of the ſolemn league MY covenant, cleartyg 
the whole, anſwering fully above 30. materiall objections, 
with a very uſefull exhor tation to cleave to God and bis canſe, 
aud one to another, | 

4. A ſmall Catechiſme tending efpecially to infirm who are 
fit, and how others may be fitted fir the Lords Supper, So 1 
take my leave, and reſt, | 


Thine in the Lord Jeſus 
C. M. Typographue. 


Imprimatur 


Edmund (alany. 
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